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TINTERN ABBEY. 



THIS was a Cistercian Abbey,* founded A* D, 1 131, 
by Walter de Clare, and dedicated to St., Mary. 
This Walter was grandson of William the son oiF Osbert, to 
whom William Ae Conqueror had given the manors of 
WoUeston and Tudenham, and all he could conquer from . 
the Welch. Walter dying without issue, was succeeded by 
his brother Gilbert Strongbdwe, earl of Pembroke, whgse 
grandson Robert Strongbowe was the conqueror of Leinster 
in Ireland. The male line of these Strongbowes failing, 
Maud^ the eldest. of their female heirs, was married to Hugh 

Bigbd, carl of Norfolk and Suffolk. 

•A William, 

* ACCOUNT OF THR CISTERCIAN ORDER OF MONKS. 

In the year of our Lord 1998, Rob£rt of blelTed tneixforyy the firfc 
abbot of the Church of Molesme, in the bishopric of Lakcres, and sorae 
brethren of the same monastery, went to the venferable Hugh, then legate 
apostolic and archbishop of Lyons, promising they would live according to 
the holy rule of their father St. Benedl(5l ; and that they might the more freely 
perform the same, begged he would support thrm with his assistance and 

" *B • apoftoliral 



« TINTERN ABBEY. ' 

William, lord marshal of England and carl of Pembroke, 
la the 85ycaith.^ew of the reign of King Henry III. con- 
fitifacd to the monks here all Ihe lands, possessions, liberties, 
and immunities, formerly granted by his predecessors ; the 
particulars of which are to be seen in the Monasticon. 
Robert Bigod,.earl of Norfolk, anno 1301, also confirmed 
to them divers lands at Portcassek, I^entirt, Modisgat, fcc. 
His charter is likewise printed in the Monasticon, md mth the 
abave^ inserted in the Appendix of this book^ 

About 

apoftolical authority. He complying with their request, granted them his Ict- 
' ter, declaring, that whereas they had desired leave of him that they might more 
stri<aiy ohgerye fhe rule of St. Bcncdidl than could be performed in the 
aforfcs^id hi6h^tttf,"^hetc the SaWa Vra'^ ftoi kept up t6 tht ri^i^, he had 
^sfentfad-thak ftfey> aM vU others who fthbiifld think fit to ]dhi: them, 
ihight pterforih the sar6fe wherfe tiiey should think fit, and ttQoihdd 
thera to continue ia th^ir jhirpofe, by the ajtoftoUcal authority to him 
committed^ 

• . Accordhigly,. Rdfaert the abbdt rctufning to Motestbcj pickpd fhaJt^ rv/lth 
4hofe he had before^ tb the number of 2 1 monks, and ail oi thenp together . 
repaired to the defert called Cisteauz, in the diocese of Chalonc sur Saone, 
which being then overgrown with woods and brambles, waswhotly unfre- 
qucritcd by men, and the habitation of Wild beasts. Ther6, *with the 
«oh(<gxkt of the bishop of Chalon^ aiid th^ dwner of thd ^otiivi, th^ iMgan 
to build a monastery. Otho duke of Burgundy, admifin^**^irizeai» 
filiii^MBd the timber monastery they had begun, supplying them with all 
necessaries, and giving them lands for their cattle. 

This place was, made an abbey by the legate's authority ; but tfiemonka 
of Molesme making, instance to pope Urban, (hat their abbot'Rbbett nli^t 
return to them, the said p5pe gave orders to his aforiisaid legitef tltigb» 
to procure the same to t^e done, if it might be, or 6thcHri§e \6 Hke care 
that the monks in thedesart might remain undisturbed, and that these of 
lilolesme should observe striA regular dijfcipline. Hereupon, Rot>eft th*^ 

abbot returned to Molesme, with seme of the monks who did not like the 

desert. 



' .About tl^ time-on tb4 r^i^ndutloRi htfrq were tfalfcteen 
Kflligbus« 'When ti^Q ;efr^e)%«erev »(^|dins;i0 Ibi^fi ^ 

was S56L 11^ 6d«^ Therjstte wai.gteDifidrtbe:ifi^.<)^ kiiig 
HaauryrlVEHX/ taiHcraj^caiFl Qf:^0irQ*rtflr< tmAdif p^r;tto 
property^ of his grace: Ifhr: P«xB icdE S^^oraf^^. ; slitl^'fo 
here remained in charge three pounds, sit l};diUipg9:9n||,Wfhl 
pence in annuities and corrodies.* 






desej^t. ^U^llW.ip place those Aurho st^Id .l^Jiiji^ fh^ ^^rfp?^ lyfe ^^d*; 
teen dxcir pripr, and sufFered very muph.{plf,ip<Ju^g^lJ)p>ret|iT^ i^^^i 
tart from Afolesme. He fent two of his monks to K.Qnie, who procii|^^ a^ 
buirfrom popePaschalf exempting them fr6m all temporal and spiritual" 
jurisdidion, that they niigh't remain uiidishirbcd,' andVserve'-God-acedtding- 
to thor siile. . • - a v.V 

Beinfg thiis established, they reduced themselves t6?3ie striS Zlketvinc^^ 
of tho ru^of-St. fienedicb, rejecting all innovations that hdd erapt'ihv 
cither in eating, lying, or clothing. And forasmuch as they could not find 
cither in thelifc or rule of St'. Fenedidl, that fheir said foundef haa posses- 
cd aiiy churches, or altars,' 6t ob1ati6ns, or ri'ghr^ of burial, or tith'esV br 
overis, or mills, or towns, or peasants, or that ever any women had Entered 
his'monastary, or any aezd been ' buried thdre, *ext6pt his sister ; * th^y 
therefore renounced all those things, aUt3ging; -that where St; •Bcncditft 
enjoins liipnksto be «trangfcrs toisecular affairs, h6 plainly shews thiy onght! 
not to give place to ainy stich* if! their hearts. "They also ^aid, *that'thc 
tithes had been dividcAinto four parts by theTicJly fcithers', who*Vore the 
brgani*of * the Holy Chost, and the triinsgr6.<sioti df Whose stattttes was «o 
less than sacrilege, viz. one part for the bishop; another for'thepriest'f 
1^ thJir4 ^r^JlffsH^Sff r^^ning t© t}xp cfcurch, or wi^ows^ ap4 pr^hai^p, or 
rt(; pW^lrflQ ted.jQe fither roaii^aina^^^ ; and.the foyrth fqr the repirin| 
oftl^jp^^Tbiry thcrc/prp.dfcr^ed, that all their affairs ^itlv>Ht tlie,m9n^- 
•tPijr ^m ^, J»aQaM4 H tay.pjBr?P9?J| tepau?c„lhg mpp^l.wsrejo Be 

^ ' - • WaOlIV 

'i ' • * • - t*'*i'-« '■ -^ •""• . . ' *«^ k" ■.'.■-/ . ' '. r? Tctti'iv.'i, 
* Co&KODits were set allowances of meat, drink, and clothing, which 
1the4ieirs of the founders had a right t0| for so many of their servants. 



: WiilLXAW or WoKjCESTER, ill hi* Itin^raff, giVtf&tH^fol- 
lowing QbItoary of th« Fomiert if tUs Monastery ^znd their 
Xikdred^' tzktn^ M he fays, from ah ancient Caleddar. He 
Siso' ^hres the atmemd measotes and description' of the 
Churchy fiaxt of which is printed in. Brown :WiHia!&'I^iflory 
C3f:Abbies; wheref by mistake^ he has translaited tli&e .word 

IriUdAv ^Oi) ifl^ead of YARD. - ..::;;. ' 

Bwl Gilbert A'«f - . . ^ 6th January. 

Earl Robert - - - - 8th February. 

Isabella countess of Pembroke - * 9th March, 

Richafd I. fong of England - - 27th March. 

Matilda countess Warren - - - 27th March. 

Walter, Founder of the Church of St Mary of 

Tynieme - - - - x oth March. 

Kichard earl matcschal - . - • X5th April 

jjarl Richard • - . - 2.0th April. 

wholly itxtcnt upon the service of God. And because they knew, that St. 
BenediA had not built monasteries incij^ies, castles, or towns, but in 
places remote from the concourse of men, they promised to do the same 
In short, after having been long, as it were, abandoned by the world, 
iniomudi as to be undergr^^at apprehcnsioos of wanting bread, it pleased 
God so to touch the hearts of pious people, that many learned. clergymen 
and laymen of quality resorted to them, insomuch th^t they had at one 
time ^0 x^ovices together ; from which time they increased and prospered, 
piously fulfilling and observing the ^ri<^ rulc$ of their order, and 
wcaderfaUy edifying the churcjj. 

' lihls drdcf being afterwards much relaxed, thro*' (he authority and iH 
management of the abbot of CJsteaux, the abbot of Claifveaux obtairicd power 
ql the See of Rome tp reform the same, whtch \^as accordingly perfeftrmed, 
M. appears by the aCcbunt ef thd whole proceeding, sent by the dted of 
Savfgnac to the monasteries of the order in Englandt dated x a6^« 
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tin^trrn-arb-ey; 
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The countess Sihilla, mother of William 
carl of Pembroke - - - 

Galfrcdui^ mircschal earl of Pcmtirdtd - 
Margaret coontest ei- Bla ia ij» • • — 
Ralph Bloctb; junior - - 

Jocn, Kijig of France • . , • 
Louis, King of France, . - . . - 

Eliz^eth countess V. . . ..... 

Blanche, Queen of* France * . 

Margaret, countess of Flanders 
Berenger, and the countess bis sister 
Anselm^s. marcscbal <:\ . . . . 

Matilda de Clare, countess of Gloucester 
and Hereford . • . • 



• '' .> 



. 3<J J^c. 
2 7th June. 
1 2 th July. 
X3th July, 
j^th July. -; 

6th November. 
i 9 th November. 
2 8th November. 

4th December^ 
23d December. 
24th Decenlber. 

r ■ 

xgth December, 



Roger Bygjod, earl riiareschaT; who boilf the cfexrch* of 
Tynteroc, died the ytb da!y ^f Decembei^, bh the letter E, 
as in the • calermlar of the Rel^bufe 0/ Ty ffterrie.^ ' 

Thoiftas de 3rothcrtoh, mareschal of England, died the 
24th of August. ' ' ' 

Nkmer^im^ ,Th?t ilivthe^^h'.of Ed^rmd of Englandi- 
th^t is, in the, year of Cbfift 1302, Roger Bygod, earl of 
Norfolk, gave ito' the Chiif db of,Tynterne^.tb6,]iord3hip o€ 
Eccle and the church of St. Edward of Halbergate^ with all 
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Thc.lchfftH bf the church of St. Marv'^ <JP 'fV#rtRNB 
cbhtains seventy-fife yards. ' ''^" ' ^ ^ '"^ '-»'*•;* '*; 

' ' l^readChpCthe body of the church thirteen yard^^n^ ji ^atf< 

, . ,5wcltH qf.the north aisle sjs y^. ,.^. .^ .,,.;-- . j • 

.-: Bimdth of the sQuth ^iale six.)ea£ds« * -^t^ l>nr ,r^;.' 

•"i^feercare la-thesaid church on the soutlf sl3e^?etf %ViJhfes; 
between each column five yatds;^ th« 'sparf of 'eSch iX (fie said 

tei^kfeW •■•:• • • • iirvjHft 

. ': ' T^f»y«.^«K 59 4h« Iflw^ pji*fifrth?.»i^^fth»j^ Che 

s^^fi^e, ,te{^ ivi^pw*! flf gieat-^4tRigth^; -?ilp<fc'iifctlw«vai^k- 

storie (i»e. ujn^r j^lpiy ) ar^^i^^ifl^Wf-.^IJIiM weiltnjiiiBt. 
shjp; ^ud Jen.princi^l windows in fhe. north fMft-Pf tbe 
church, and every "window contains two great glazed jWin^fls. 

Also, in the overhistoryc arc likewise ten principal win- 
4bM^ acid leviry'wiiyovr^cd^CadDitf tWb |oli^K eaeh^^lazed 
ucbrding ^'Its' {S^ponioa^ dlthodg^ ifo€'*&dco!r4ihg*to the 
djl^a^lilf 4^ tiiii'vtfixidowirpf tfa« vukif)!^' cfhor^K^bf'lVistmin^ter 
t/mlmidOKi^ '- "^ : '>^'^ -^^ ^^ *' ■ ''^ •^••- -'- '^^" 

Tlie breadth of the east window before tVe'gr^at altar, 
contains eight glazed pannels^ with the arm6 of the founder, 
Roger By got. 

And in the east part of the two east aisles, in their two 
windows, each window consists of three glazed pannels, with- 
out arms* 
'. : ^ " "- Alfo 



T I HVi^ N : A&'Kt::Vi f 

tbe square area of the chief bell tower^ itt thtUficlJHfe^^hw 

cb oir, which cantaina -» - »■ ■ yards. . ' . .. • . 

» • « * 

So that the whole length of the choir, with the atan tif Ifae 
bell toweiTf .QWtains — •— -r-^yards. , .. , . 

Item, the height of the vault of the whole cfiurph fiom Its 
ar6tiicphtliriS eleven English Velheyms (fathoms), ana every 
fathdiii c6ttdstk' df C* feet, 6rlw6 yarcis. ;' ' 

The lenctn of the cross aisle, that is the arips of the cnurck 
both north and soutb taien^together, contains fifty yards^ 
that Is one hundred and fifty feet* 

Itei9, the square space or area of the bell tower, situated* 
in the middle of the choir, contains in length twelve yardsw 

Item, the said square; of the beU t9wer> . MatstuA iti 
breadth twelve yards. 

Item, the principal south and north glass windows, contain 
six Raized panaris rf great height. . ' / / "^ 

llfeAno^^dum, the cldifit^r is thirty-s^VeH y»dUM itti^- 
«id in bWaSft \:hirty4h]?ce yards^. 

Kern, tfee ^hple church contains fbuWeen arches m one 
part, and tbU'rteeh in the other part* 

Item^.the principal north window contains fourteen 
glazed pannels, . . 

Itibm,. th^ breadth of dm ^aid wit^owsv af well -en 4li!ft^ 
north as the opposite window on the south, contain iht^O^ 
yards, 

tt'em, the fermafye (infinhliry), conTains sixty ot my 
steps, which >:^re thifty-tdut yards,. Shd ih breadth eight 
vards. 

Itera^ 
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ICcBii tbe«bapterbous$€ont)iQ»iRletigtbjn|^Anyai^ 

4 

Memorandum^ That twenty-fOuf "of my stcppys or paces 
make twelve yards. - i ... . 

Also, fifty yards make eighty-five of my pacesot stftppys, 

'. - ■ . . ■ 

•FROM the aboYe accoupt, if the author, qf it has not 

misreckonedt it seems eyideiU that the great east window 
has been altered since he wrote the desctiption^ though per- 
haps he may have been as^inaccurat^ in that article, as in the 
i^stimation of his steppys, whenbesays twenty-fpurof (hem 
make twelve yards, and fifty yards make only eighty-five^ of 
his paces or steps. His description nevertheless serves to 
give some idea of the proportions of the different buildings, 
of which we have no other information. 



Mr. GROSE here observes, That in a former Plate of 
this Monastery, |Krhic)x accompanied his work, it was said. 
Nothing but the Church remained. A second visit ^o that ruii^ 
has convinced the Author, this assertion xjms too general. The 
small gate leading from the water, there shewn, seems to have 
belonged to the abbey ; and at a little distance South West> 
are several cottages, evidently once part of its out-ofBces, 
though so disguised and patched, as to escape a' cursory 
observer. Adjoining thereto it also a considerable length of 
its ancient wall. 

V 

. The inside of this monastery affords a fine specimen of tha^ 
stile of architecSure called Gothic ; its rich west window, still 
quite entire, is much admired, though perhaps somewhat 

defeflive 



sir popitib£ ffiaipiktimit kiohik^; rather too br^- f(g^ 

intaettqf Jbe:ambttqAi9P.fnbriifcfltA!lM!imdaj^ hi coi|9rkil 
with tbe loftiness of the roof, to strike t^^e beholders. 

•«fi «t« 111'..' t ■ •■r'-»«.i» ',», 

f;.-';-J„ _,'!.' '» ......4 «-••*. »-- • .iw^^ 

The fragmentBr'dfydtfi oftclE'*a69i]|rtutbd;tb^ •afadrother 

remains of its fiiUbnidcfanxliflhs^'vdrcliptUd %if:^iAv.tthre 

regularity than .tMiikbfn each iKloitlitgTa^aisid vitUdy are 

worthy qlbferVaticaiir acreordl dfithemiinth bst iht^emtio^ .^nd 

execution; tropid'doih^ifiior to thcbeit ;l»tirt Ofthei^iresent 

age. Thkm ftt(r al»bibth8 rmut itftied BgUferi , A^riMHy balbng- 

ing t0 iaMom^mi^ ^ ^h«r ^spukterfil ;dcc4«&tiotik ; i)krff cu- 

larly ibe beadof a teonk ;- and the.figucetrf a knigbt armed 

in a coat of mail, his shield on his left arm, is said to represent 

one of the Strongbowes, earl of Pembroke. It is broken off 

just above the knees. The legs are wanting. The right hand 

which is shewn, has five fingers and a thumb. Whether this 

was a natural pe«4itiMk^y- ef lh«^«f6oa ^apresented, or the 

mistake of the artist, is uncertain. 

On the whole, though this monastery is undoubtedly light 
and* elegant, it wants that gloomy solemnity so essential to 
religious ruins ; those yawning vaults and dreary recesses 
which strike the beholder with a religious awe, and make him 
almost shudder at entering them, calling into his mind all 
the tales of the nursery. 

Here, at one cast of the eye, the whole is comprehended, 
nothing being left for tbe spe(5lator to guess or explore; and 
this defecJl is iricreased by the ill-placed neatness of the poor 
people who shew the building ; by whose absurd labour the 
ground is covewd over with a turf as even and trim as that 

C of 
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.*o TINTERN ABBEY. 

fCa'bowJting-grccn,:wHcli gives the building mote the air of 
9X1: artificial ruiii in a gatden, r than t&atxif an ancient decayed 
afabeir^:^ flowMinlike tbei beautiful description of the t)oiet c 






Half buried there lie many a broken bust, 
Abd 'Obelisk ahdrum' o'erthrown by .time ; ^ 
• AndrJopony^ a Ghiettibihere descends in dust 
Fxbm the riot roof and portico sublime* 
i ;W;bebe*rev!rend shrines in Gothic grandeur stood, 
j.i.j^Thenettle^. or the noxious night shdde spread?;;! : 

. ;And ^Billings, wafted from, the neigbb'ring ;WOod; t ' 
. M T^^o'.thie worn turrets wave, their trertibUng be^s* * 

fc^v.r;'; :: ; f elegy, *' o>i a pIlc jot xusns/* bv j. cj^NKUfoitAM. 
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S we left MoNwoUTH, the banks, on the left, were ^ 
first low ; btit on both sides they soon grewMee]), and wdbdy ; 
varying, their shapes, as they had done the day before. Thfe 
most beautiful of these scenes is in the neighbourhood' of St. 
Briavel's castle ; where the vast, woody declivities, on eaicli 
liand^ ar-^ .wncoipmonly magnificent. The castle is J^ttoo 
great a distance .to make any objed in the view, . •, .\ 

' ' . . Thp 



I . 



* The following Observations appcarcd^in a Monthly Review of consider- 

« * , • "^ ' - * * * 

afble merft, on the publication* of this Work. The Printer of these 
sl^eets Joining with the Writer In paying a Tribute of RespeA to sucfJ 
cultivated Talents,' which have afforded him. among' many others, 
such infinite pleasure, 'thinks it will not be displeasihg to the Reader to" 

introduce them here. I 

• • • 

•*Tr is one of the most useful offices of art, to assist us in discerning the 
beauties of nature. The untaught, 'vulgar eye, sees, indeed, the great 
outline of object, and often with a strong sense of what is grand and 
beau^ul: but they who are accustomed to examine the produAlons' of 

nature 



iz TINTERN ABBEY. 

The weather was now serene : the sun shone ; and wc saw 

to regret the want of it the day before* 

During the whole course of our voyage from Ross^ we had 
scarce s^^e^ pne .cQm,fi£\^. The bajots of ttii? J^^e w^sist, al- 
most cndrcly either ofVood or pasturager whiA I mention as a 
circumstance of peculiar value in landscape;. Fiirrowed-lands, 
and waving-corn, however charming in pastoral poetry, are 
ill accomodated ^e^-ftttiitifijg. Tbe fBintef 4)ever deflres the 
hand of art to touch his grounds. — But if art must ftiay among 
them — if it must mark out thejimits of property, and turn 

nature and art with dose attention, who are furnished with just principji^ 
Jtt£l^ste^ aiitl»txeraied;iki;lue use ditdtzi^i^Uim 9f ihe i^ ^^ff^'^^jf^n 

JJWjmer jo 3rbich.,^ly:y .qf? ^cpmbi^d, to p^-qduce the^ne^al ,drc<ft, A 
"p5^*r^er,,. habituated tp view the scenes of nature as conncdled with* tlie'piin- 
'dplesofhis art, witllfeid innumerable beauties in a lanSscJipe|.%K^fe elude 

f ■ * • T • 

48i?rtoll^ of '^thc' Ufrfvyrffi^uiftedtraveilen . '* ; . /'■'/, 

'" It wrs with thefe peculiar advantages for observation, uiiit ihc AuthrT 
cf this w.;rk undertook'histout ,' and he has great merit' fn4iBttkig4p«ifl«y«d 
■4*isicultivatcd judgment and taste, in a manner which may point out to 
future travellers new sources of elegant entertainment. His objedl is, to 
^»m«;c tbt focc of jaature-by the ruJes of pidl^ircs^ue^beauty ;. tp ad^^t 
ihjd i^X^pPP^y ^f. "ilUKal scenery -to the princi^l^ of artificial landscape ; 
|Rji.;t^p|icii.tJjc^sf3iarc;es^f rthofe picafuas which ,^re,dcrivd from. the CQm- 
par^^n. 7h^^'i4<^^P isi>ere<;^cuted withtjlie .hand of ,aj^ The 

^\vp;[!iifyp^ j&<^n^s^i^{ miv^cz^^ a vigour of fancy arid 

pertinent variety of language, which enable the reader ^ily to conceive 
every pidlure his guide presents before him. At the same time that the 
AiitfeftfrMfepSr^iaf-iPf J^^5it,t>f^?itfe^m»' icii^gw^f^^^/tccTji^e, pf, tijcflsnns 
$i^ i><jid tofiJfetnfi«;ipapi9©sfises-|o a4a(j^^^ Ur|ily,poeti^ 

i»U Tim^m4g&^^^fmiB^¥Mi^i 9«^K^^y ip'^Ja^qr^j^isxcin^^ 

them 



nature--that is, that they may be.|^^%<^.. ^?l»%|ag9 |)^ 
only prefents an agreeable furface : but the cattle which graz^ 
it, skifi great ivaTiety.a]iklasd]mtnoQ>toit^^ 

THi^i iDea^^»tf«, belowfMQboxMithi iNAkUucm^iouelvjiig. from 

the ibii^4:0'the wvtcir/lfide^wiveris 4iactii:iifaur]y. beautifuh ^aoil 
well ' inhabited^ Flodcs ;of (fiieep weie mrmry ,frkeve hdot^^aof^ 
on thsiTJgvUcn ifiee^ ; ai^cLkerdi^df cattte c^ccupjdng .t||ie lovrafe 
groonds.' We often ifattefi {^fi gasoiipg iof them: lavihgi j^heic 
fid«^ ii^itheiwater, ocjfcdiiDgxfjpodi the^lifea 

yp ^M^R^^ ^i^^W. ^^M^^ y^Ml^i'^ii^^-nh 

Their wh^tR, ^Us ..p^lTi^g. ^Ipng -the .qd?? ^f ,^9<#W V^*^ 
vvjere yew pi^ur^efque. . 



* ♦ • • 



In many places alfo the views were varied by the profpeS 
of bays, and harbours in miniature ; where little barks lay 
moored, taking in ore, and otlier c^>n?iinoditie8 from the 
moiintiinV/S^hefe-v^Gds, deffignted plainly for lougher wjiter^ 
than^h^ at'prefdnt'^eti0Qi9^t^d, fiiawad^ m, wilkouf aojf 
gecgfQpliicftl knowledge, tii^t^ we ^ppraached the fea. 

* '. ' r ' ' .. - ' , ' ! 

FreA^i^fenmouth ^r^ftieached, by a Iaie'breal:(aft%<mr^ the 
tidble M^* kit TiMTsUN cABfiSY ; which'belongs to the'Duike 
of 8^ii]^t;^'andi^ 'deemed v^ifth its appendages, ^enoiioft 
bea«etftf)ll^dd piAur^qtfe vVk wen ^h^ river. • 

Caftio 



»i . Tm^ERN ABBEY. 

•"(SftleS arid'aijbey^'ha^rediflCTeriFfiluatiohs, agreeable to 
their refpc^vieniles.' 'TfieekftleV meant for acfeSfece,ilands 
Boia^wd tHifhiH i" the abbtJy^'iht<Sid€d.foi--iBeditat«>n, is" 
Ilia hitUt lefquefterW''irale; ' 



« 4> Ai 
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Sueh is the fituatign :of • Tintern :Abb0y, rJ^^^^ a 

a gentle eminence in the middle of a circular valley, beauti- 
fnUj^ftteenedi on all: fide$ by : woody: Hitisi throu^ ivbicb the 
jiser ,winds:its cporfis ;.<iand the hills >dofittg on its. entrance! v 
{fsdjCQi. its exit, leave no room ibriincletnent Blafta tbrisnter/ 
A>mare pl^alingretrisatitoaldnbtcaiily Be found* Tlie woods, 
aiidigljdcrs ihtiermixed ; the vvih(iiiigi6f the river r the variety, 
^fithfi^ound ;.tbe fplendid roii^^ contrasted .with the dl^ec^s of 
nature ; and the elegant line formed by the fummits of the hiUst 
which include the whole; make all together a very inchant- 
iHg piece of fctofery.* Eveiy thing around breathes an air fo 
ckftn, and tratwuitr fo fequefter&l frdra the ebinhicrce of 
KfeV that it is eify to conceive a m^il'of warm ima'gihation, 
in monkifh times, might have been allured by fuoh a fcene 

to become an inhabitant of it. . . 

f* • • t ■ • ■ t ' , •». » <» ••-•,■ 

t. 

f . ' . • 

-,;|J»J9np?rtoftl)e ruins of Tinjterp is;feen frorn. the river^ 
ex^fiptrik^ab^ey;. church. ; It ha§ been an e^qgant.;Grothic 
pil^ S;but it dpe; itQt,- in^ke that:^|>p6arance as a disfa^ obje<5l, 
which \ve expe6t^4> . Though thepajts art beautiful, the whole 
is ill-fhaped. No ruins of the tower are left, which might give 
Sotfiifi and coittrafirkiibe buttfeii^s^ndwalls. Jnftea[4i9l'this, 
g &«Un^eir of gable. #nds hurt the eye- with.theii r<§g»i^ty ; 
Bjddijffflili it bjfflth^^^^ of tb^r^fll^^. 'A;i3^?^k!t:i»di-. 

cioufly ufed fbutwhp:^rst us^ it?) jnight be- (A..h^(» ia 
frafluring feme of them ; particularly thofe of the crofs iflgs^ 
*-*---' which 



which are iK)t only difagreeaHeun t Kemfiilves, Imt . wnfbittvl 
die pcrfpe<JUveC ; , ^i q ; :..: ,-. ^ t 

...» - j!^b! » ' ^ 

But were the building ever fp beautiful, encprnpalTed ^s it 
is with {habby hpufes, it would make no appearance from the 
river. From a ftand near the road it is fe^ to.ihdfe advantage, 

* . ^ ^ . 4 .... J- w* J.> »!.• . . • • , 



But if Tintem Abbey hie lefs ftrikihg as a ^^stant otieS, tt 
exhibits on a nearer view (when the whole together cannot t)g 
fecn, but the eye fettles op fome of its nobler parts)', a Very 
inchanting piece of ruin^ Nature has now made it her own. 
Time has wont off all trices of the rule.: Utchas blufited'Jthe 
iharpedgesof thechifeU ahdbreken the regularity of op|(o^fl{ 
parts. ' The figured omamen^i of the eaftjwio^QW ase-gpixe:^. 
thofe of the weft^ixld<}wateieft; Moft of theiother wjii^owsf 
with their principal omameats, remain. :• :^- - ' r vt ot 

. Tp thefev^re.fuperadded the ornaments of time.. Ivy, iii^ 
maifes .uncommonly large, has taken poiTeflion of iriiaQy 
pajts of the wall ; and gives a happy contraft .to. the grey- 
coloured ftone^ of whijihthq building is cpmpdfed. ' NoVi$ 
this undecorated. Mofles of various iiuesi wjth lycheirsj 
;paiden-hair, r ppi^nyrleaf, and pther hupible . plants, over^ 
ipread thefurface;' or bang from every joint and crevice,^ 
Sonae of them were in flower, others pnly .in le?f,' hut all 
together, they give thofe fullblown tints,, which add' tlie 
richeft finiftiing to a ruih. " - 

r ' . . . ' • 

•.•,,.,._ • • ■ • r « . 

Such is the beautiful, appearance, which . Tintetti Abbey 
exbibitSipn thp outside,^ in thofe parts where we can otfaii} a 
nearvicw.of.it. But when we enter it ^vfk fee it in moft 
pcrfedlion ;, at ieaft, if we . confider it a^ an independent 
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the walls, and pillars, and abutments, ,v|iicb rti]>(tdal»4 ;H« 
are entire. A few; of the pillars inddjfciave given way; 

in 




Wiiicli fehpe<f tide 'In^s, and fun'^^Hl^d' Vfrl tm^^r: ' ' ' " ' " 

--'^^hl^'M: -'fibdd stone dhd. <dr> tinfi dnfftj) ptecc;«f rmfif 
Jfl«l fllfV^yfid' tMc whctt: in.:onfe!vi6wi'Af£bftcti«in«n«5,of a)^ 
li^^rth^ HV 6flly cdrflrkg iod^ementl anct9l:«.gt^ndmd 
i^^le ttildditijj i«liio6:teidBhittedbbtll7r^p«r^ iMiough 
to form the perfpeditr^ f yet .btoksn.cn0<^H:/ti^ 4«0jFOy ,th« 
regularly ; the eye was above meafure delighted with the 
^auty.'the gteaineft, ihd l?je hoVgiij^ of H^e'lteii^/^ Riore 
^feigue iimkmif W6hl4 tavtj'bfeeii; if ffltl-'ifea, W 
atoc^, Jiad teeii*ieft^kK-a!l Si 4du^ ^fi^hAfttsW ihm 
Mattered rbiirid; ':[{ri4 bold waj'tfig'M.thkfrt'ttlbVca-thlA ; 
yet as tiie outfide'iji- tke rii(n,' wliidh h thk ' cfiffef ^jfed bf 
in^sgue aaioaty,.isM le« mill itivrM Sftd Mivfe Wflfc* 
nefs; weexpuie— -perhaps w^ SpproH f h% ii^ife^fe', that li 
intrb^uced witliin. it »wj add to the kalai bi i^it stJtri^y ^ * 
to ite noue/^ It WridoilDtealy cf^^^^ . ' - ' ^ • .. * 
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Among oth^r thiugs in this fcene of defolation, the 
poverty ani wretckedrieft 6?'tiie m^M^nikixi'^ 
jHey Occupy littreWs. i^i^ ar^ong tfte'^titov BPl««1h6-^ 
naftery; ?in<!feemto have no employment, biit 't^e^|!!l^ i iti 
if a pWce once devotea to indolence/ comet "nfet^'Sgiflt 

become 
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bM(i!fl«'4}ie Itot ol itidaftt^i As l6«.|dii''tK« Abbtifiv tvii 
found the whole hamlet at the gate, either opealy* ^itkln^^ 
alms ;..or covertly, under the, pretenc^.of carrying us to fopac 
part of tfee ruins, which eacli could ihcw: ; ^i^cl whicH.was 
fer iuperior to ^ny thing , wtii.ch could beifliewri by any 

one elfe. The nioft lucrative occafioh coiild AOt have exQitecl 

• • • . I ' , . , , . . - V -, , . , , 

more jealoufy and contention. 

One poor old won^?n we follQwed, ivho. had ensag^ to 
fliewus the iponk's library, . Sl\e could fcarp^ ^R)yU fljiuffling 
along herpalfied limber ?u4 meagre* contliwJted body^ by the 
help of two fticksi f She led:us, through an old gat^>. jnto «i 
place overfprcad with nettles and briars ; and pointing to th<f 
remnant of a fliattered cloifter, told us, that was the 
piac^^ It was her own manfioh. All indeed llie mm^itk to 
tell us* was thfe (lory of het own Wf etclnwjnefe^ aiid dll (he 
had to &it^ us, wai heif btm miferabte ^ftbltatibhi > Wft did 
not expeft to be interefted : but we found i;W wer^* • F neviefr 
faw fo loathfome a human dwelling. It was a cavity, rlqftily 
vaulted, between two ruined walls ; which ftreamed .with 
various coloured ftains of unwholefqme dews. The floor was 
earth ;. yielding, ' through pioifture, to tKe tread. Not the 
mereft utenfil, or furniture of any kind appeared, but a 
wretched bedftead, ,fpread with a few rags, and drawn 
Into the middle of the cell, to prevent its receiving the damp, 
which trickled down the walls. At one end was an aperture, 
which ferved^juft to let in light enough to difcover the 
wretchednefs within. When we ftood in the midft of this cell 
of mifery, and felt the chilling damps, which ftruck us in 
every direftion, we wer6 rather furprizcd^ that the wretched 

D inhabitant 



it TINTERN ABBET. 

mhabitant wa« itill aliyf ; than that ihfe bad <»ily ioft ibe ufe 
of .her ninb$« 

The coutltry about 7 mtem Abbey hath been aeicribed ai 
a folitary^ trai^quil fcene : but its immediate environs otily 
?Te meant. Within half" a mile of it are carried on great iron- 
works; which introduce noife and buftle into thefe regionr 
of tranquillity. 

r 

The ground, about thfefe works, appears from the river to 
eohfift of grand woddy hills, fwfeeping and intetfeAing each 
other, in elegant lines. They are a continuation of the fame 
kind of landfc^jpe as that about Tintern Abbey ; and are fully 
equal to it. 

. ^ Ab^ we ftill defcend the river, the fame fcenery continues. 
The banks are equally fteep, winding, and woody ; and in 
Co0i^ parts divex£fied by prominent rocks, and ground finely 
broken and adorned* 

Hitherto the river had been clear, andfplendid; refleAing 
the feveral objeAs on its banks. But its waters now became 
buzy, and difcoloured. Sludgy fliorestoo appeared, on each 
fide, and other fymptoms, which difcovered the influence 
;ofa tide. 
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N order to Vary the fcenes ti much as pofllble; vVe diljiiiffed^ 
our boat at MormcnAh^ and went by land to Tintern ABfiii'/ 
As the upper part of the river Wye affords mofl; variety in*a 
boat, this plan was undoubtedly the beft. - 

As we proceeded on the toad taChcpftoWi and paffed Troy: 
Houfe, a finfi old feat of the DuHe of Beaa.iforti the autumtaaU 
glow of nature, attendant on aodurnalibower$, g^ve^iu^.th)^: 
higheft idea of the town s charming fituation and fcenery, pro- 
teAed on all fides by hills of the fweeteft verdure, even to 
their jitnaoft fumi^its; the ftreams of Vag a murmuring at 
their feet. 

As we afcended the hill before us, each prbgreflSve ftep 
affoided an infinite variety of waving moontains, valliesi' 
and woods, interfperfed wkh white cots, feats, &c. and 
backed by the majeftic heads of the Sugarloaf and Breconsbirc 
black itoountains. * Thd afpedl from hence hedtne dr^ry 

and 
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and unpleafant, find the fervency of the noon-tide fun was 
now aimofl; as intenfe as Midfummer, without a (hade to 

We now left the great road at the village of.Treleg, and 
paffed through hollow and uncouth tracks, feldom attempted 
])y any carriage but thofe of the natives After a few fpeci- 
mens of jplpafiag r4cM*e iNncry^^ w^fent^r a prpfoqndldell for 
feveral miles 5 a gurgling brook winding thro' the umbrageous 
cavity which fupplies a number of large iron works above the 
village of Abbey^Tintern : Mr^ Tanner is the oftenfible mana- 
ger ; the Duke of Beaufort the great proprietor. We infpeded 
the principal furnace, and faw the ore, which is moftly brought 
froii^ that vaft fource at Furnefs, in Lancalhire, diffolved by 
tfjp hlaftp pf imw«3afe bpllows^ worked jipon the modern 
c(^r,\f^iQn pf,^yl^94er puippSf.,. They, havf^^ ipp^hod of 
fjggafajipg the bp^ 4|ifal|tks ftQin the dripiS}, by a \yater wheel 
and hammeis, from ^hiph thefy.cQUcdljponfiderable (j\iaptities 
of pure metal, and the powder fells to the glafs lioufes for 
tiidr life* iUmer^AxSkprii^ nfaripus ffi3af;ek, forithq pirrp«)fe 
df ArikifigchUnatititMeitbte, ixnblcimtfd&^mSt^ fiae^andiorm 
of'tfl^ btWeft bste^ibitdse £311^ 

"We now approiacliecl tne venerable objeA of ojir deviation, 
TfNTERN Abbev, hid in a mod ftijueftered spot by the river 
Wyc<) Htf^e t^efep9pjj|ptK? ro*?iv|&!ftw4es-werf Ifcre tJ»ought 

ilcm'9-^^'^ip K>4 dtffiiplioel .T|lfix^^os|)£flrafiM;(Lat^c#ire) 
inMift'.yiftW (^."jIlRflWPvob^^ In ^^ of pji^vvciCgiU^^bfjjiiiiy, 
jpisfttiya^, .fini.t6tlriQ|)ty. : We. n^iftht j;a)« witi^ ft-fib 
L.:s dfligh^ 
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Got^ic^usMtflftur^- The wtf t»al Jim^nfiona iron, ^. ^ 

weft are 77 yards; from north to iputh, .5^, The «ft, weftic 
north, and south windows, and centre arches, are of an equal 
height 67 feet; the weft window itfelf isffo, 

TA^ fottotaing Account is gtwn ^ to Origin^ xmtten on a Roll of 
Pdrchmeht; in the Poseession of Mr. Gi-mien, cTirf ^«wi ijr Jinr 
^P <Ae Visitors^ when h held they Key <fthe Abiey. . ~ 

^* This Abbey, dedicated to God,' and the Virgki Maiy,* 
" was Ibutided about the year 1131, by Walter Fitz-Richard 

r I , • 

" de Clare, lord of Caerwent atid MonmWithfliire. Rlchtard' 

• • • 

** de Clare, fumamed Stt ongbow (nephew to the fouiider)» 
" gave divers laiids and privileges to: the abbot andtnonks 
•' hereof, ^o wefedf the 'Cift^Tcian ^dief, ' obliging them 
^' to pray for their fouls, ated thofe of tils and his wifeV in-' 
♦' celiors. Roger de SigtM*^' o# N^dk; ' aiid^A to^ tiiefe 
^^ benefa<Slions, It has beth fam<MiB forthe t^mbs and iiio^ 
^* numents of feVef ai-gre^t pierfons, {)ri!iclpsfllyof«beafore- 
•* faid Walter de Clare; GiJbdit eari (rf 'Peinbrokc, i^other 

*' to the founder;'W2fit(er^d.ef I^mbtfefc, and -maifliaa 
•* of England, and WiJbroflier AnfeWn, hft «arl of ^bat fa- 
•' mily; WiUiamHei!)irt, 'eirf of Pteibrdfeei whobd 
*' the difputeti between i!he ^Efofsies f(t York a«id Lano^^r, 
•* was taken prifbher in Binftury fi^ht^* and being beheadied, 
♦' lies buriea here." 

Befides the effigy pf. Gitb^n.de CteWi vjhipb if ii» good 
prefervation, .^4 Xw^e p|iw%f '^he k^y ftonea of nway wch» 
are feen in j^ .perfeift ftate pf; fiiie fculpture* Thii DuliP ^ 
ppaufort take^e?it delist ^^iiaving tb<e wtioI« of ^^anaffii* 

ficcnt 
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Icenf relkk prefervwl, which before was' in^^ llafe^ 
ttbtiMfering bbfciirity. At its fuppreffion, the rtventtes were 
fattcFat ig2F IS 4d per annum. • - ;: :. 
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Af.fi (I'ji^ poeuc pi3iufe^4i^Ucabk to^h€;5Cfnes,xjoe have been discrjbmg 

.'.■.''■ 
" In thy fair* domain" (fays fhc Author, addreflin^ the 

Grpflius of hi3 Country), . ,; ; •: ; . . 

J .: V '. 7 ; ' *\ Mapy a glade is founds 

•f . Tlje hai mt qi wppd-^ods only ; where if art 

*y Ere dard to tread^ 'twas with unfandal'd foot,, 

•* Printlcfs, z,^^ ijf the .place were holy, ground. 

•f Aqd there are (c^ne;?^ . where, thq, §^e iWhilom trod* 

*! : JLed by the wp?A. of guides, fe^U tyranny, 

\t And mthlefe fuperiUtjon, . we pow.tracc 

'A Her footft^p^ witbdelight i . ^nd ple^$'d revere . . : , 

",M^bat once we ihoold have bated. But to tiipc, ...^ , 

*^ Not her, th$. pr%ife>is due ; his^giadual touch 

V Has moulder d into beauty maqy a tow'r^ 

**:; Which, when jAfrQwrfd. with ^l:it&:?3attleir4ents^ 

Y:; Was only terrible; j^aiid many a fane ../•.- 

*s^onaftic,' wbifcbf'ijwben decW writl? allitsfpires, 

"X^ryd but tp feed fpone pajnper'd Abbot's pride, . 

•^ And awe the unletter'd vulgar. Generous youth, 

•• Whoe'er thou art, that liften'ft to my lay, 

** And feel'ft thy foul aflent to what I Cng, 

**- Happy art thou, if thou canft cikM thine own, 

•'* Such fcencs as thefe,- where nature, and where time, 

^-•HaVe worVd congenial ; where a fcatter'd hoft 

** Of 
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** Of antique oaks darken thy fide-long hills ; 

•* While ruihing thro' their branches, rifted cliffs 

** Dart their white heads, and glitter thro' the gloom : 

*'* More happy fiill, if one fuperior rock 

*' Bear on its brow the fliiver'd fragment huge 

^^ Of fome old Norman fortrefs ; happier far, 

*' Ah., then mofl happy, if thy vale below, 

•' Wafh, with the chryftal coolnefs of its rills, 

" Some mould'ring Abbey's ivy-vefted walls. 
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O the great variety of buildings may be added^ the mztkf 
changes which may be made by the means of R U 1 N S. -~- 

They are a clafe by themfelves; beautiful as objeAs; — 

expreffive as charafters; and peculiarly calculated to 

conneft with their appendages into elegant groupes. — They 
may be accommodated with eafe to irregularity of ground^ 
and their diforder is improved by it ; they may be intimately 
blended with trees and with thickets, and the interruption it 
an advantage : for imperfeAion and obfcurity are their pro- 
perties ; 

* In coll^ing the remarks of different writers on Tintsk.n Abbey, it 
would have been unpardonable to have omitted thofe of the elegant author 
of ** Obfervations on Modem Gardening ;" for tho' the chapter which he 
employs relates more to the effed which ruins produce, when introduced 
in Pleasure Grounds, than as intended to give an enlarged account of the 
above mentioned place, I trust the admirers of piduresque beauty will 
not deem Its insertion irrevalent to this work. Nor is it detrading from 
the merits of Mr. Gilpik, to say, that he has availed himself of many of 
Mr. Whcatley's remarks, on the scenery of the river Wy«. 

. It 
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J>eili«^1ipd>l^.7<)^)^ -tbe {magimtMalodbinndissig^greiter 
*ha»i^:^efw, liieir ^ffoft. fFhcywXiiay^ for ai«y of uliiefe 
jSDfpq%s, V^iQ^parst^tl i«Ki:d^|2|^ contiguityih^not 

neceiTary, iiot even the appeaiance of it, if ithe iolatlm 4de 
preferved ; but ftraggling ruins have ' a bad effecft, whe^ the 
^ifeveral parts att' ei^iiall^l' tonfidertblie:' There fliould be oqe 
%fgetoafeto'iiHemiiick dF gfeathefs, to attra'cS the others 
^btottt it, ^m3*f6l)e^ common tentte of union to ill: the 
ftnaHtt'pieccsthcn ttiafk'Hie original dimjSnfions cff obe exten- 
'five krtnauife;-^na no' longer ^i^earw the temairis qf 
Hcvcrai little tuHtfrt^. ' • ":■' 

rAU jwfiDains ci^lte an taa^vy intb theffbrfiasr^^ate'of f})e 
jtdykc^ daaA &c.t];m\ffiimL ib A;Xoi]tipnqiIation on^he'i)(]3 it 
iiflfa ap^lkcljto);iHx!fide6 :tiie chanc&ets le^^ppefled by tib^r 
dBij]eiaxvifX]fitiGa,idEriy&g|^ft^^ 'Woul4 ^ilot Sl^ife 

(jg-GBsa tthe fbttiUiiag^, . if jcntlf)e« iThe {pt^pe&& of jijaaby xhsve 
<<icBfefl. :i^4lifaBy^:i>r^a<7CteiUeva£<3oi^ xto;tip|r bbnd 
^BuncildAn a)dwcliiflBgXitfae.m^ of)the 

xiiiaattn9S8^ 4d ifvbach iheyimtre.ada^tsdy aaipreibrved omlyin 
hi&w^mniia «uiiis4 andiceiiaici ifenfatibns cfHr^tiftt^^'i^ 
veneration, or compaflion, attend the recolleAioft r ' iiiifdi- are 

It is a pleasure of the highes^|^[^d4Q,tiU9g fonvard to public notice the 
writiags of authors of' genius and science ; for though the abilities of Mr. 
Whc^tley arc too well, known, to^jccd the feeble; aid .pf this lelcftion to 
ext^d uielr fame, yet, from the book being out of ptint, and of cQurse 
-scarce, ttcrc may bemax^ -peaisbn^into wh6se hahd^ itmay not'irave Mleti, 
^ vliD 3iJit icap :amiifieip9rttT flomr tfce :penisaL ; 
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Those whom curiosity excites, and leisure enables, to view the Aiktth- 
gplAcd xe^ideocespf fajpilies in this kiq^dom,,,andrWho have.ludemept.to 
;d/scc?n*th6'beautid5 erf landscape, will find" Mi! TPheiatley a very agreeable 
^d ifiii^tuAf ve 'Comp^nio^* c. -ta. ' * • 

E thefc 
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; theftp confined to thei t^eixiainfi of butldlng&'^ich are now in 
diftife; thofc-of an old winfion- talfe it^ifti^^ 
;n*efticr:c«nnffart8cmce?n}oycd, and tli^' ancient hofpH^lity 
wbsch reigned tiiere. 1 
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I N the ruiris. of Tin^'ern 4«P^ ^^ the pri^jial 
conftrudlion of the, chufch, is perfc^aiy. marked; and it is 
principally from this circumftance that: they are celebrated as 
a fubje A of curipfi ty ^nd contemplation. . . 
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The walls are almoft entire ; , the roof only is, fallen in ; 
but moft of the columns which divided th^. rifles. arc,; ftill 

{landing i 



whatever building we fee in depayi.w.e.naturallyr co^tnaft 
s,prefept to its' forni^^i^,ft3te», and ilelight to ruipinate-p;^. the 
conj^^pfon. It, i^^^me;.. , j^bat fucli pfTedls p;r.operly belqpgto 
resjl ruins; byt tl^ey ;ar^,pi:oducedv'in a certain degree, by 
thofe which are fictitious.;, the imprelGons. are notibftrong, 
but they are exaAly fimilar ; and the repref^ntatio^ AQugh 
it does not prefent fa6ls to the memory, yet fuggefts fubjeds 
.t<)tlheDiniagination«.. But in ^rder ito affetft the fatncy^ ' the 
Tuppc^i^d t^riginal.deiignfliaulid be:iciear^:tbe ufe^obvbus, 
dnd tbei f(>rin jeaifyitatraoe; -no fragmecfts >{houid be'hazanied 
i^Hhoutia |frecifeitxiie^niBg,^and.anivi^bnt xonnfaxk)n:;r:n6ne 
{houl4l3C;perplexed:.inlheir confinidibnt or Uncertaiii aa^to 
tbeiif application. -(jkitfijeSiires aboutithe.fofm,:criziife.doubts 
about the exigence 'o&jheanciientostruiSfaai^'; the midd ^ i^^ 
not !be allowed, tah^Ctdte ; it must be htcrried ^ayeayrxfinm 
epca^ning intQ^thei cealitj; ; ^b;^ Xheiex^dirieDs and force of ilh^ 
refefiBiblaftee. : 



ft^ilding;: .of:tbQf€ ,i»bi^h:have :'drppp^::downi- the bafes 
rejofi'ain, every QpC: exadUyin its. place ; and. in the middl^j 
of the.irave, ipur lofty archeSi . which onpe fupported the 
ftecple,, ;fife high;in.tl>e^ir above all the, reft, each.rcduced 
now '^o^a narrow»rira of itone, but coinpletely^preferying. its 
form* Tlie ihap^'.ftvjB^n of the wiiidQWMre little altered; , 
but fomeiofth^m 9re.;^ite-.ob(cu]rtd, Others partially fhaded 
by tufts of ivy; and thofe whicb^iaie. ^ipft^xlear^ ax^tidged- 
with ^tailendey tin^rijjSijand lighter, foliage . .wreatiiing ajbou 
the fides .and' thp, ^iyjfions,; — it wij?<^s, ro^n?! the piUa^rs ; it , 
clinga to.irtie. waUa^.,w,d ia.on,e of the.a^fles, clufters: at jtfee . 
top in, bunchfs^fp. thick* and fo larjge, ^ts to ^a^en the ipace 
below. The other rifles, ^nd the gTeat nave, are expofcd to 
the (ky,; the ilooris entirely overfprcad .with turf; and to keep 
it clear from wee^s and bulhes, i3 now its higheft prefer- 
vatioA. . Monkift) tombftones, and tlie .monuments of 
benefaf5lpr§. lang fince forgotten, appear.above tli^ green- 
fw©i:d;,th^^ bafes of the pillars, whiqh h^ye fallen rife. out of 
it; ^nd maimed effigies, and^fculpture worn with ,age. and 
weiather,, Ggthic; capitals, carved cornices, .and. various frag- 
ments, 'are.fc9^tte?:ed abput, or lie in heaps piled up together. 
Other fhattered pieces, though disjointed and m.ouldering, 
ftill occupy their original places; and a ftaircafe much 
impaired, which led to. a tower (now no more), is fufpended 
at a grcaV height, uncovered and inacceffible. N.otbipg js 
petfe<^,f .but memorials of every part ftill fubfift; — all cier*. 
tain, "but all in decay; — and fuggefting, ,at once, every idea 
ivjiich can occur in: a - fi?9t of .devcitioH} folitade^ ^nd 
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iiigf. m9ki!&: vncts of the^ buiHirig'¥>hfdi^ k^ fuj^fo^^ W' 
haVe el^ftetf, • iris tefe Ifttat'tty trhd fttl^flcW^^df aWiacfe, thmt 
aft^tmn^eamng he^ 6f cd^fiem. PrecHidfi i«' always htS^^ 
fdiSbi^^ t \i\xt ill' 4^^^ ^lit}^ it k^ o^l^ ' ^igce&ahle ; in ihe^ eopy» 
iti £|.c^efmial to thdifii^ 

' Ar toattemi' circurijftwce^ ttj t?hy tHiA' lif riie Sttntitibii i*; 
tHit'tlner tttin appear to B^' very old'; the idea ii bel&eV itrter- 
reftfti^ iir itself; a mbn'ttrtieitt of antiquity U ritf<^er lidi With 
iridilfer^iiteV atid i' feiri^ktice of age' rfii^lie ^ivrti'W the' 
re^r^?feritetion, by the Htici of the* mateWife^: thii growtfi of 
iyjr/ahd'ot^er plants •; atid'^ijra'cH arid ftagtric^tltk fetiiife^ly 
oceaiibried rktfeet by dfecay thart (feftiti'(*^oh: Ah appciidSige 
evidently more modfeni thaw tHp prihirfipal- ft^Aurc, will 
fbtii^5tiie^' cortobbrate ^the efffedt :' th«i ftred? rf a «iotta^f 
amidft tKeiemairis* of a tettipl'fe, is a t^orittast botH't6'the' 
fdriirer a^d' the prefeiiV statd of the baiMiiig-; atid a tiw 
flbari{hingamoilg'Yarri§,''fhrf\)Crthelefiig|^^^ of dme'l^ey have 
lafiii rieglfeilfed. Nbl <iit(;umfhnce (b fbrdbly xflatb tHe 
deTdlatitJtt cT ^ l^dt' once tnhabitfed, as the prevalence of 
nature over it'. 

• cAMf^os mi TttojA^ rcrf » ' 
is^a felit€ht€i which' conveys' a fttdttgeff i^a of a city^ti^By 
ov^^hrown, ttia-B a de&piption of itsitenttittfr; BUt-ih^a'repr^ 
fentatioR to th« t^, fotm remains nnii? sTppear, aifi^thbn- 
tHe perv^rfion ofth^m»td an ordinary ufe, or an itoferftflie- 
ture of a vigorous vegetation, intimates a fettled d«(^alr of 
their rpftpratipn. 
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BOVB LA»fidt, ittaf:feq<«jflet'ddeU; 
Where Monks in fortek^ clayt W€t8 tirdiit to <l#dlV 
Inclos'd with woe^ atkl MilPoa^ €<^^ fide^ 
Stands 7jn«<ni Jbbey^ fpoilU 0#|ittiife^ pSdVj^ . 
Whofe moumful^uijaS'fiH'tteibutwit^^^ 
Where once was tau^t i^c^ Seljf' fttWftg IHw;- 
Where mitred abbdttfblft**the'l!feav*^ ''• 

Andfhoc*, witfe feyiftiite^Vflfe,- Iffe-hiiVciflf che^^^ 
Though now her fellenr tWf^^MlW^thto^y^, 
Sh^ claims our yenexfiti<gM-il^ 4etft^ : ^ 

Looks like a godlyt matMi) dlfo#i^ili^t(s2ii%i 
By friends forfaken and! 1»oke>doii»nti^7^^^ - ' 

Her fine old \yiadMns ard&e&y^ M^O^t idtiiti^ 
To fill the mind with jpdty adddjdighl;> 
For from her fiSlerxdBiu]iiksbnfiiy:be feeti- - ^ 

How beautiful tldfii^ddfeoxated place has l^etiv 

Round 
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Round the old walls obferve the ivy twine, 

A\pI«ot att3cd>?d:to grandeur in decline. 

The tott'rin^ pile flic clafjis in her embrace;* 

With a green mifk conceals its furrow'd face. 

And keeps it (landing on itS; time-worn bafe»^ . . ^ 

Learn hence» Oh! man, to aft the ivyls part, 

•Fix deep the bright examplar in thy heart : 

To friendfliip's facred call withjoy attend. 

Cling, like-thc ivy, round a falling friend ; . . 

Who, when flie can no longer prop the wall. 

Hugs her old friend, and both together fall. 

Here on the ground her fcatter'd reliques He, 

And half great Slronghovies image wounds the eye. . 

But on the hand, ftill left unbroken, we 

Rue fibers and a thumb diftincftly fee ; 

Whether, or noti' ihe ficulptpr here' nyftook^ I 'i / V} ;^ 

We learn fro/tt.^Q, old, chronicle or bopk; ' ri ..;.;,..'* . 

But if he's right, w^fMy fvomrMoCe' fuppofe, v 

His GIANT VIST fell ftj^mj^ on hkfie$^, . . :l i( 

Who can refrain fronja^ tears d|at yxiY^!^ hi? bwft . \ 

Urns mutilated, . mould 'ring in the dnft ? ' . - ; ^ 

To think that arm js nervelefSjUOW' and dead, s 

From whidb tj^e- great QConner vifn^Uhed flfe^ ;: •/ . : \ 

From whii;h united /rwiijmonarchs. ran» . - / * : ' 

For none durft face this gallant £%Uihnian. 

A fight like this muft ki|igs:a^. heroes jGwre, . . t 

And fill their ^aortal bofom* with ddpair, * . 

To think how foon *themfelves m^ die ;ind roti' c 

How foon their boafted honoiira be -forgot; v i:/ -: 

How foon the prieft Q'ertheirdead bodies molt 

Pronounce that Ipl^mn fcntcncc,-?^ttyf id 
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^erepaufe awhile,: yctraVAlIcifev-awdflied.rr: c;i: .. ."liI 

A tear ^n pity over Strc^t^mievdai^ . i::cl /. !.. ! ":0 

)SIot more for. wealthy Fisr ^ii&tEqx)us titleii wifli, 

Since human greatnefs'coitiqrflei /fost ia f&i^ 

Here now no bell caHs Monks to morning ipiayer, 

Daws only chaunt their^eatrljir.matins hcxtt ^ ' >' < -^ lu i 

Black forges fttibke, and nbify hfiunmers beat^: / h:.^ .^r.vl 

Where footy Cyclop! poffingik'idrink and ftv^trj:^ - i • *•' 

Confront the curUng.flame,;noriback retire!, h''V» ' . - *. 

But livC) like Salamanders, in the fire ; 

For at each ftroke that's by the hammer giv'n. 

From the red iron fiery fparks are driven, 

In all direAions round thfiufsngCLtbey fly, 

Like lightning flafli, and quick as lightning die, . 

Here fmeltmg furnaces like -ffitna roar, 

And force the latent iron from the ore ; 

The liquid metal from tlie furnace runs, 

And, caught in moulds of fand, forms pots or guns : 

Oil fhifls its (hape, like Proteus, in the fire, 

Huge iron bars here dwindle into wire: 

AfTumes fuch forms as fuit the calls of trade, 

Ploughfliare or broad-fword, pruning-hook, or spade. 

To a llimpreffions the kind metal yields. 

Thimbles for ladies makes, for heroes, fliields. 

Thefe fruits of induftry enrich the place, 

Where plenty fmiles in every bufy face : 

The lazy drones are driven from the hive. 

For here the acftive only live, and thrive. 

Such is the ftate of Abbey at this day, 

For floth, aflrighted, fled with monks away. 

But 



But with the mcdbiilip«t^5i6tj|h< Aiiq« • 

Of hofpitality, but glovi^iiiciiM^i 

While White ,Md/ Jettadsv ^xfota^ ^ that csenitc 

Their open houfes tnArcfldcs^fiippdj^d. . . ; >:t/ 

With what.d^d^i^trainaiitjnasir den5rd. 

For this, on bedss£&fi:i£b|rfiafiiBX)fi,. 

JoROEN and W^csit nMranfli withe KoxLi^tfcfib^X 

With him ei^fisy'^fct)ivGfatsitf ^Qoififafcjdqit;^^ : 

Receive ten-fold ^'k)aiii8ihc»^gieueaiv:Eijr; 



» * « • I . » • 

.' 1 J i ' * ) 






{ • •■ » » 



^'* * * ' ' .:. .'. • ■ -•>••• (.'{''-■ » , 't 



• ' f4 ■ * ^ 



• • f 



L 1 1 v> ( 4 iv J r *w 



.4 .ii < tt«'l 



• r 



I • 



FROM ** A GUID^ TO TlNTERNANP CMEPSTO$i^ lY MTAXER.-*', 

( • • • I 



<*• -..^Ai^J 



I 



I . 






» 1 






, / ' J. 1 : 1 , , * • . ■. 4 1,. I 4 • , 






« « « < 



.'i ^ " i, ■ ' ^ ■ . : . i '. . • » i'lT 






i 



: t i 









♦ . •- ♦ • 



1 J i . ' 



I • 
TV » 



1 ».' 






APPENDIX. 
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THE 



CHARTE R 

OF 

WILLIAM EARL MARESCHAL, 

THE YOUNGER, 

IN CONFIRMATION OF THE FOUNDATION OF THE 

ABBY of TYNTERNE. 



[MONASTICONy P. 72 1, ORD. CISTERC] 

vVlLLIAM, MARESCHAL OF ENGLAND, 
EARL OF PEMBROKE, to all his French, English, 
Welch, and Irifh friends, bailiffs, and adherents, Health in 
the Lord. 

KNOW ALL OF YOU, That We, in the iight of God, 
and for the health of our own foul, and for the fouls of 
happy memory of Walter, . fon x)f Richard, fon of Gilbert, 

F StroDgbowe, 
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•Stoongbew^- my- lattceftor r aRd*^ of- Wiftiam- Mareschi^ niy 
father, and Ifabella my mother, and of the fouls of my 
anceftors, heirs, and fucceflbrs, have granted, and by my 
prefent Chartef eofffii?iiied. to' Gob.' and to the Church of 
Saint Mary de Tynteme^ to the Abbot and Monks, and their 
fucceflbrs, ferving Goo there, for free, pure, and perpetual 
alms, all lands,'and'poffeffions, and liberties, and free-cus- 
toms, underwritten, which they have of the donations of 
our anceftors, or other founders or benefedtors, or of our 
gift, namely : < - 

The whole circumference, or quickfet hedge, of Porth- 
cassek^ and the water which is called Angidy^ and from Angidy 
by Wirya^ a^ hx as, the grove of the fecrfarm Potthfkyfoet. and 
on tTie other side, the covert of the Grove, as far as the 
valley whix^h defce^ds^to t^be land oiP Rfrf/r, and fo from the 
valley, through or over the mountain, as far as the fountain 
i4cW, * arid 10 to Angidy. And the fifhery of Walxaere^ 
Ualfwere^ Badin^rf, with all ks appurtenances,- and the 
whole dom^fh of IViaveston^ with ihe advowson of the 
church, and with all its liberties and appurtenances, in 
houfes, ftirubberies, woods, plains, paftures, meadows, pas- 
turage, warrens, fiflieries^ W^^ffJi^X waters, wrecks, weyf^ 
lakes, mills, and whatfoever they have in fee, of Tudeham^ of 
fiftieries, lands, woods, waters, tenants, and rents, in. the 
farm of Tiideham ; and the liberty of filhing in. my whpl^ 
domain in Scverne^ ziid of making ponds oppofite the terri- 
tory of the faid Abbot and Monks, from the land of Auer- 
deston as far as Waldingespull^ and for all their tenants in our 
cha& paSutage bf Ih^ir. cattk, and foi their lufHcbs fewel, 
iwrd :A$caur0UKj as far a^ Brawere, without any let op im- 
pediment of u^ Qiix haxs^ (a affigveeSf for ever. 

And 
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And the whol(5 land of Aforfe^fl*, with, all its. ^ppi;ate-. 
oances^ •at^d.the pafturag^ of all thieir cattle every where in^ 
our chafe of Tiideham^ and of the iand in the above men-^ 
tioned .chafe, to marl or. meliorate the laiKl of the fatd. 
Monks; r^fXni^ p( the un4erwo9d in the faid chafp, whatever, 
ihall be njeceffaiy for fueUat^d to mend and; plant hedges, amdL 
for other necf^fiaryufes of tbe farm: Af^d Riveham^ witlr 
one pool ivom , Londomere^ as far as Lynwere': And Brccuoepe^i 
with all it^ liberties, meaddwsj paftures, .arid other cQnvi&nir^ 
cnces'in our chafe; and wbalevei they ha^e Sn Lmehanti. 
and one.pqpl which is c?Hfed Wayfhers^ with the meado^ on 
one fide 9 and the fiflb^ry ofBadingwere, HalftJ^ere^ .Wtdtn^ere^' 
Astcaukm^^ Phtmwere^ and 3 moiety of Afu)erej with all its 
Jibcfrties^ aj^urtenancesi :and podls, and whatever &all fc^- 
neceffary to the faid fiftieries* to burn 2fnd to build in ofiif 
chafe ;. and oxwy it be la\*&il for them of ^U their fiftieri^s. 
to do, a'nd to dired, as tliey may find it conducive to rfieir 
ixftcreft, wJtbfant any hinderince. to us, our. heirs, or affig- 
i*Je65, orbftiUffsfor the timebfeing : And the farfa of ground 
cleared for tillage, witb the -farm houfc of Parcewse^, and 
witii all the woods^ tetkements^ and tenants, and their 
appurteoabc€S3 'And the ferry of Betesseyo^ free for them--: 
felv^Sy ihi^iT ftrVants, and cattle. 

Arid in tl>eMoor ofMt^g^crall the land as it is divided 

» • - • ... 

by the ditches, and funk fence, and in the faid ditch what- 
ever they, .(ball be pleafed to make, and to turn the courfe 
of the water any way, either inwardly or outwardly, as they 
fliall find it moft conducive to their advantage, without any 
hinderande 6Tti5, cur Iteirs,- of affignees, oref any others, 
for ;evtt. ' And alHands aAd pbfleffions, which they have- 

in 
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in the faid Moor, within my domain, together with the 
tenements, tenants, and their rents in Magor^ and* the pool 
Woudy^ and Rodewey^ and for all their tenants free toll whcrc- 
cver they fhall be pleafed to go, without any hinderance, 
with the confcnt of the Abbot and Convent. And all 
xneadows and tenements in my domain, with 'free ingiefs 
and egrefs, and with all their libeities, and the 4ibcrty of 
filhing in the Seveme^ and of 'making ponds, wherever they 
ihall choofe; and full pafturfe for any fort of anitoals in La 
Grenemore^ and elfewhere in our domain, without any impe- 
diment; and MartUrgerin^ and whatever belongs to 'Marlhir' 
gerye^ in the church, in wood, plain, together with lands, 
tenements, tenants, rents and all liberties tberetrtito be- 
longing: and in Scinioc four and twenty 9cres of meadove in 
the Moor, and the meadow which Robert de St. Brigct 
held in the Moor of Mc^or : and whatfoever they have in 
Pentiry^ and two acres in my garden of Magor^ namely, the 
twolaft, towards the w^ft: and. my whole toll and that of 
my fubjefts of Pentiry^ Porcassei^ Tinteme^ and Landirogods, 
to their mill of Anjgidy : and whatever they fhall be pleafed 
of that water to make and divert to their advantage : and 
the farm of Rogeresion^ together with the lands, tenements, 
and all its liberties : and whatever they have in Landreston, 
Saint Wormet, Howyk, Saint Aruns^ with Cophill, Beritardeswodi, 
Bernetties^ with their appurtenances : and whatever they have 
within the borough Strugully Trillek^ and Ush^ in houfeSi 
rents, tenements, and tenants, with all their liberties ; A^' 
creek, and Henefoth, with all woods, lands, and appurtenances, 
thereunto belonging. 

We have granted and confirmed for ourfelves, our heirs. 

,and affignees aforefaid, to the Abbot and Monks, and their 

fucccflbrs, 
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fucceflbrs> all manner of forfeits, redeipptions; fines, and 
amerce mcBtSv of their own fubjeds, tenants, . and fervants, 
touching us, our heirs^ and affignees, in our courts, hun* 
dreds, . (bires, courtst^baron, and JWodespedres] withia 
and i^rithout the borough,, as often as,- and in whatfoevejf 
manaer they {h5i,U happej?, upon wh^teA^er pccafion tliey. 
fliall aiife, and under whatever name ,they. may be rated^ 
and that the aforefaid Abby of Tynterne^ together with all its. 
woods, lands and tenements, be without the forest, and 
altogether without the regard or jurisdidion of the forester. ., 

» * 

And. the Abbot and Monks tbemfelves, and their fuc- 
ceflbrs, and all their tenants, be free and quiet from all vex- 
ation whatever ••••.• of all. bailiffs and foresters and 
fervaots of tlie land, concerning fodder and Kylyw^ and from 
all other cxadlioUfi which foresters, and other bailiffs, or ferv- 
ants of the land, are wont to exaA: that they be free from 
all cqmpbints, oc<jafions, custo^is, and from all fervile work 
axul fecular exadion : and that the Abbot and Monks them- 
feives and their fucceffors, goods, fubjeds, fervants^ and 
pofleflions, be free from toll, and from any other things 
from which toll may be exaded, within and without the 
borough,, in all pjaces: and from. the fuit and fervice of 
courts, hundreds, aflizes, and (hires, and fummon2;es, and 
from all, citements, pleadii^s, complaints,. county proceffes^ 
and from Aforjge, Pontage^ Pannage, Pavlage^ Pajfage^, Carriage^ 
Tallage^ Piccage^ znd fiomBlodewyte^ Futioyte^ Hcngwyte, Fie-, 
miniswyte^ and from murder, and robberies. 

We grant moreover, and confirm for ourfelves, and our 
heirs and affignees aforefaid, to the Abbot and Monks and 

. their 
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riteir faccfeflbts, to haVe and to hbld laH the aljovfc* mentioned 
Wfids and wbods/fiflitries, tcn^ittents, ahd all their liberties 
afad free iuftoitts; churches, and chaprfi;* together With sill 
fteir ^pj)urtcnancc^, With 5oit^ arid' S^iS^ Thol ^nd Tkeafn, 
ifdrtgeneth^f, 'tod tirhatfoever elfe our linceftots, ^^ ^^y 
rittid: founders and tenefaftdrs haVe, out 6f piouS desertion, 
bequeathed tb thferti, or they themfelves have acqtlircd l/tell 
ind peacefully, freely, quietly, fliUy and entirely, ih Wbods, 
plafes, tneadoWs, paftures, waters, mills, wtecks, likes, 
warrens, weyfe, [tnarhds] ^flieriesi [^Useriii] fatms, flirub- 
beries, chafes, roads, paths, within and without the bo- 
rough, wherefbeVer in our domain, wittiout aiiy refttaint 
or itap^dlinent of us, dur heirs or afflgnees, for a pure and 
perpetual alms for ever: and through all my forefls of 
Waks, from Waya'^s fai* as Usk^ they may- have fr^e psffttltage 
for all their cattlfe, and pannage, ahd -whatever they ft^ll 
think neceflary for fewel, and* fdf buiKlingto the fertns, and 
tenements of the Abby: and quarry -ftone for buildittg, ^h- 
out infpeftion of the fotefters, or let* or impediUifent o^ "Si 
dur heirs or affignees, or bailiffs for the time being: ^o^ 
may it be laWfuITof the Abbot, Mdnlc^, and their fucceffbrs, 
of all their own woods; to give, fell, aflkrt, plant, tieftch, 
^clbfe againft all animals, and to make and ordain to their 
dwn advantage, the pannage, herbage, and all other profits 
from them; and\o attach offenders in the ftid'wodds and 
tenements, and to amerce them in their own courts, and 
i6 plead on all kinds of trials and complaints, without any 
hinderance whatever. Nor fliall the Abbot, Monks, or their 
fucceffors, be impleaded for outlawry, if any one of their 
fa'ftiily fliall offend in oiir hunting or venifon. 



Item* 
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ItcQ?) for the fouls of happy memory of WlUuui(i 
^lareschal my father, and Ifabella my mother, tlxA QiUject^ 
and Richard Stioii|^we; and for the health of txfy qiril^ 
foul, the fouls of my anceftors aD4. heirs, we hav^ Sf^^Sllt 
granted, and by this our prefcnt Charter confirmed, to 0^4 
and the Church of fyntente^ to the Abbot and Monks and 
their fiKc6flbrsr ferving God there, for free, pure, and' per- 
petual ali^f all llie pafture and arable land of l^lkk^ which 
the faid monks have had from the donations of the ftki 
Gilbert Sirongbowe, and Richard my grandfather, by the 
bounds under mentioned, namely, by the way which leadu 
from Afemmufto, by Spinta^ on one fide, and the Old Cbapei 
on the other, direAly towards Struguli^ as hr as NlMSlmd^ 
under black ftream, afcending direAly to the fUmmit of the 
mountain, and the circuit between WenhcJt^ and Khe^ky^ 
and fo by the circuit of Khechyn^ direAly defcending as fitr 
as the brook which is calfeiJ Angidy^ and fo by Angidy and 
the warren afcending, and fo by the land of the Welfli 09k 
one fide Angiiy to the valley which is called G*(wer-Pani^fl|y&, 
and he&k the foun^in a& far as the top of the mountain^ and 
feby the top of the mountain as far as the road which leads 
towards Ufk, near the Church of St. DionilRus, Lcmijj^^ 
and fo dofcending by the head of ^iparA as far as the foun- 
tain, "which is called the head oiAngldy^ and so by ilngifc 
?s for as the biook which is called Acanehh or A^seesy and ao 
by the brook as far as the head of FtimnkayrverrAy or 
Bisnaranehh^ \rA fo by the lands of tlie men of T^riMek as fiir 
as the road which leads to Mbnimutta^ towards Strugull : And 
within the afcreftiid bounds^, to make warrens, and* to raife 
and efiabliih n^iHs, arid to take and receive toll, without 
^ny ht ot- iisipedimentr and whatever- in the land and 

ground 
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ground. they can make and order to their own advantage. 
And through ail my forefts, lancis, and poffeflions, full pas- 
ture of all their cattle; and everywhere, within my whole 
domain; to make direA and broad roads, for their own con- 
Venience, without any hinderance of us, or our heirs, or 

aflignees, or bailiffs for the time beings ., 

■. i » 

"We further will and grant for ourfalves, our heirs and 
aflignjees, that the faid Abbot and Monks and tlielrfucceirors 
may have and hold the aforefaid land, grounds, tenants 
and tenements aforefaidt with all liberties and free cufloms 
aforefaid, without any hinderance of us, our heirs or aflignees, 
as freely and quietly as we and our anceftors have at any 
time had or holden the aforefaid land with its appurtenances 
moft freely, fully, or effecSlually, for free, pure, and perpetual 
alms. Item, for the health* of my own foul, and for the 
fouls of happy memory of William Mareschal my father, 
and of Ifabella my mother, we have given and granted, 
and by this our prefent Charter confimed, to God and the 
Church of 5(. Mavj de Tynterne, to the Abbot and Monks 
and their fucceffors, for free, pure, and perpetual alms, the 
v^hole land with the wood of Pochlenny^ with all its appur- 
tenances, within the bounds under written, namely, by the 
brook whicli is called Aberwim on one fide, and fo by a 
circuit as far as Horston, and fo forward as hr ^s Fwemken^ and 
fo as far as the water of Usk^ and fo through the water of Usk^ 
and in Usi^ as far as the land of the Welch, and fo afcending 
lip the ftream, by the Black Beech, diredly by the territory 
of the Welch, as far as the water ofAlerthin : And to fifli in 
the whole water of Usi^ with different inflruments and nets ; 
and a Moiety of one flream wherever they fhall chusc to 
build and make pools, and to ordain whatever they fhall 

find 
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w^' ru^tneV wm and arid con nrm for oufielvcs* 

W*fee:S-^^/4nd^'affighees/'fh^^ fai^Abhpt'/ \forikC^aria 

their iuCclSnofs; may' nave anS.lidfii all the aforeftid laridl 
and tenements, together with alf liberties 'and ftt'e cuuoiiis 
aforefaid, without any hinderance of us, our heirs, and 
afljgnees, as freely and quietly, as we and our prcdeceflbra 
have had and holden^'tRe ^aforifsKd liberties at anytime^ 
more fully, freely, and effedually, for free, pure» and 
perpetual alms, and .^fr^dy aft iv/f jAW ^Ha be given or 
holden altogether, without danger to \x^ wr heirs, and 
aflignees, bailiffs, or minifiers, for tytifi Qnly retaining 
Pontfongenethef for myfelf. 
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But if any one, at prefect' of iA-fi^ltWi^ ffiall commence 
a fuit concerning any of thofe thrngl. yii^\i I have given^ 
granted and coniBrmed to the faid AbbVcl^hf Monks fhall 
not be bound to anfwer it, but it fliall belong to me and 
to ray heirs to fatisfy the complairiaiits, *by exchange, or 
by any other itiitii'Ahle irrtrfhtyd^ atfd to Wattant and fecure 
to the Monks .what^i^r«r:l haVe grairtted' flhem: I therefore 

ftridlly forbid, upon my penal foffei^ . nliniely, of twenty 

« 

marks, that any one malicioufly ye<, moleft, or in any way 
diflrub them, their fbl^^ilts^ aff9ilf»,;po£Sfefflbns, or liberties; 

G which 
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^hich if 9ny p^C|)^l prefmhe.to do,:4n dcfpUe to.Qq^^and 
fpiyf^lU in like manner let hint.kno^, that he &aU havp 
' incuxxed the before mentiOQedfoiifeiture: hut MrhofpeveF 
jSiall promote or maixxtain. the place itfelf, and^lms^^f u^ 
a^id pur predecqffor?. affigncd th^e^q^ with the .blsfl}pg of 
God and myfelf le|; , tl}em receive eternal reward, ;.,; And 
under this fornix we will, warrant, fecure and. 4efj^d,,9g8^nft 
all men, all things aforefaid, for ourfelve$, our heirs, and 
ailignees aforefaid, to the Abbot and Monks, and their^fuc- 
^eflbrs, for everl Ji^ teftimoqy of^ which, we have caufed 
this our prefen't Cha];ter. and Confirmation to be authenticate4 
bythe imprcffionofour feaL .. ^ , ..,^.' 

j[^ : ^" * ,^^\ •' »• • • ; ''•'•«»i v'Mii J' • .< • . ♦ 
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1 • iirry c iS^WMamGross^ the Elder. 
'^ '•' * ^r Haniinoni Gross. 

3, .uuj.. \'St/^aioYTttz mchari:\ 

• »<••> <• •■' 
5«V /?oJ«i (fc Mora. * . 

NlMisdaSt. Brigeiv * 
Sir RcbM fiiz Pagan. 
Sfr William de Darnefori. 
Mast. William, ofqi^rist] a\urch]* 
theu:&eu)ard of: Lower Weniia. 
• And other Knights. 
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: f .NearCacrleon, In this County. . 
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GivBN at SxRUGULt, the twenty-second day of March^ 
ill th6feventh year of the feign of King HesRy fllld-J'the 
fon of King John [1223]. 



* \ J. _ 



Which, tathe prdTeiit year 1797,' Is five hundxed and 
£cventy*four years ago* 
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R.aG I R - L E MQ QQi ..:... 

EARL OF NORFOLK, 



TO 



TINTERN ABBEY. 



[noM'V^u "monastigon/* VOL. t. p. 724.] 



JK.OGER LE BIGOD, carl of Norfolk and marflial of 
England, health in the Lord* Be it known to your Com" 
munity, that I, in the fight of God, and for the health of 
my foul/ and of the fouls of my anceftors and heirs, have 
granted and confirmed to God and the Church of St. Mary 
pETrNTERN, to the Abbot and MBHtlP; ftlldtllcir fucceffors, 

ferving God there^ for a free, pure, and perpetual alms, all 

\ the 
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the lands and poflcflGons, liberties, and frce-cuftoms under 
written, which they hold by the donation of my ancefiors^ 
and other founders or benefadors, or by my gift : — that is 
to fay, The whole boundary of quickset of Porcassek, and 
oti tbc^'otzsec fi de tbe covctl- ot Ogog ey ifita iiil tboic^ Bppiii^**"*^ 
tenances in wood and plain ; and whatever they hold ia 
Pentirk, of tenements, lands, rents, woods, and plains, with 
other their liberties iatadttfe idiiiietettitttryof Modisgat, 
with all its .appurtenances, namely, with the pafture of 
flieep, and other their cattle, every where in our Chace of 
TuDENH AM ; and of thd up^rwDod; jn lhd faid Chace, what* 
ever (hall be neceffary for" them to burn, and make their ^ 
fences, Sec. 

WITNESS, 

- I w "^ 

Sr John le Bigdd\ my Brothevr ". 

Sir John le Bigod de Sto&on^ - - 

l^cholas de Kxngeston^ Knights. 

Philip de More. 
Roger de St. Mawr, 
William de Dynam. 

Given at Mooesgat the fourth day of Auguft, in the 
year of our Lord 1301. [29th Edward I.] Which, to the 
prefent year X797, is 496 years ago. 
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Many of the Terms here alluded to having a reference 
to Priv^eges long finc^ abpliChed, . th^e . fpllowing ihort 
OLossARr will ferve tp explaio theoii bciogoply xu)w<o 
be found in fcarce and curious Books. 

• I ^mi^mmrnK m ' . r.A 3:.V;'. .%r-"H* 
, . ^ . , . , - |. 

DLODWITE, ox Bhudusiie, an Amertiamftnt br 'Ffni 
. 4or fl^edding of Biopdi^ " . .' * • ,': r ^ > 

; , /iSweifl, . oxjU&xaiic, or FlUdtioite,, dXrfliiaaoM, Si MulA 6t 
Fine iipppfed for quarrelling. » . -n.. : i 'I ' • 

Hengemie^ or Hengxdte^ or Hengeuxte^ ar* Discharge ' fof 
having hanged a Thief without due Process. 

. hfar^enetheft ox hfangthef^ or hfang'-ihcf^ ox^Jrifcmgene-'Aeof^ 
the taking of a Thief within a Liberty that has fuch Privi- 
lege fi-om the King. 

Murage^ Money paid for the Repair of Walls round 
Towns. 

Piccage^ Money paid at Fairs for breaking Ground for 
Booths. 

Pontage^ Money paid for the Repair of Bridges. 

Sac^ 



ii 



,APVf^^^f>1il^ 



Sac^ a Privilege of a Lord of *rying Caufes arifing among 
his Tenants and Vaffj s, and of impofing of Fines on them 
W Oflfences* It IS .tlife the ^ne dr Potfeitnte itfelf. ' ^^ 

&c, is the Power and Aut 'Tority to adminifter Jufticc ; 
alfo the Territory or Precindl that has the Privilege to 
exercife fuch Perive^sta^ ^uifaori^y. ^ * ' ^ 

Tallage^ a Share of a Man s Suljftance paid bv Way of 

^flrf, i, Liliefty t6 Buy' and fell' wiftiih Itie Frecincfe of a 
Matiotr dIHatiieDtlty i^M'idif i*a?r&g^/ Buy %;• ''Selling, 

Team^ or T*heam^ a Royalty granted to the Lord of the 
Manor, by the KingV Omm^&tifer trying of Bondmen and 
Villains in his Court, and a fovereign Power over their 
Villains, their Wive^s, Children, and Goods, to difpofe of 

Unfangenethef, or Utfangthef, a Ffivifeg* gW(fttt*rf fc the 

Thief dwelling and committing HmSi Me *ih» l^)b«r^, 
if.he be lakoii withia his. Fee« . 



♦^,c*^The "Fine 6f Th^riCy Marii, af f js '4* eacfj, ^liKiUnts 



'• i 
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IN. ENGLANP. . , ,. 

FROM THEIR FIRST ESTABLISHMENT TILL THEIR DISSOLUTION, 

* '• iri'-i^^ifeREiGNd^ K:iNb4iENRY viii;''i'/^^ ^55)''"' • 



of 



mari who teris us, ** That at is probable that some oftKcl/Md^^h^^ 

4« converted from the Fagan religion, whereof tjiey were ^he priests, became 




oPvcr %:()2ri^l;f«oti|fCi: vi ^nUhkli sfdcerroailod i£iigl^d^ aioiaitarinf 
were ^{ciiq4^-^^A^-1>3CU''tti^^^CDInbti£ioit7.il«K^ aa^itbbtHif^ :) Vbasi»%s 

\iah9^\2^inimk» c|3ropi3gat€d the chri^tiahifa^tk; alttir the i{iixj«ii4rai^ 
among the Nor thumbrianfe. •,*• i'»:i-.jiir) >w . : v: '■'. '"j L'^h^wJ^ 
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At the CoM(ii;esTto monastericj had a deep share in the aiBidi^tis of the 
^Qttouercd n?it;ion»^, S^ineof thebest of their maaon were sacriletiously 
tiken away, their treaTurle^ were rifled, and their liberties infringed by 
the insukiag Normans. Howeveti that same eonqueror built and endowed 
the monasteiies of Battel in'Sussex» Selby in Yorbhtte, Hitchinbroke in 
Hunt»i^onshire, Frampton in Dorsetshi^« Paunsfeld In Essex* Dereburst 
in Glocestershire, Andov^r i& HagipshiM, and Steyning in Sussei. 

King William Rutus fucceejded n^t ; heir to the vices, not fhe virtues 
of his father. He miserably oppressed the religious, seized upon the 
revenues oT the Vac^t atSbies and bisbo^ric^, arid would ne\*ef let them 
be filled without "some slmonlcal bargain. 

He built only the sniall priories of Armethwalt in Cumberland, ^nd 
St. Nicholas tn£,teter. 

.».W«l-> f ' ' l-i.. . ...♦■. v«».. ■' 1 * I 

KingKE>i^T I« i5.rcco5(Jed.ta havebcen a. very pious and jgpod prince, 
an encoura^er of leaning and piety, and one that had a great esteem for 
the church and all religious persons. His founding nine or ten mouzstc- 
ries confirms the truth of this characfler, and above xoo were founded in 
his time/ King Stepher. was vtrtumrs^ ^iiglous, and liberal, and after 
the wars between him arid Maud the Empress were ended, a great builder 
of rel^lous houses. The troubles the kingdom was, for a great part of his 
reign, embroiled In, c^uld not restrain the piety and charity of the £ngli|ih 
from ^bujldinff rejirious : houses tPth^ number oft .96, one collcge^.t^o 
|*«c^ytQri«, and.thr^e jli^5 pri<?rl?s,, , ■ King Hwiiy IL, wa? vi^rjj.g^'8>?S, 
to the^clergy, w|^?i»laflY.,aftef^jhe^ murder gf,S|.^ THOMAV.f^c^tT of 
Canterbury. He founded the first house ol the Carthusians in England,. 
viz* Withara in Sommetshire. and sn'en other's:, and in his, time were, 
founded 70 mon^tefLes, three cgUeriate churches^, six preceptor les and 
alien prionct, andaimost twenty Cistercian abbeys* In th^ time'o)t^mg, 
RicHAi^o I* the money designed for pious uses being'^exp^niie^ in ine wan 
agaioaC.tfae^^as»€rni»i«n42£(w/thii tanaoiii of tli^ Kiiig;;7tiKce wkeitat' 18 
btiiU; fttki Utione by: tb»kih^ i Klagl|oxir;sti9i^>{>r8^<^iai 
itiAeeiTcksiaatiei^ ^ihe:£9ahdei:iiisB%bbey,^^eiAuabki^':<x^ 
iSSem pdMy».and in Jbiif tin&kere bRiiit ^^vn^Biie^Gi^^^ii^^ftkaS^m* 
)^kiQg!iHEifAy HTs leb^lreifn^ 131 :xtioi»iit<^iqs, 'but^etarkfof: hl9)^ 
founded only one cell of GiJbertines. :'■. .^t u-rlnt /T sHj ?•: "' 
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Xing £owA&D*L l^uilt the stately abbey of Vale Royal in Cheshire, and 
in his time wete Ibuikded 6n1y hioe monasteri^,. oxik prece^6ry, and 
nine colleges ; for in his reigp the statute of Mortmain pajtedy by which 
it was not allowed to any religious person to enter upon any feet« cithtf to 
buy them, or to receive them as the gift of othen»' witkniit litaitc tr the 
chief lords, upon pain of forfeiture. Under ktog £owAltl» II* the knights 
templers were suppressed, and only four monaiteries founded. Under, king 
Edwakd in. 10 monasteries and 1 7 colleges ; and he himself founded one 
nunnery* aad^the colleges of St. George at Windsor^ and St, Stephen at 
Wesjtminster. In the reign of king Richard II. only, two or three monasT 
teries of Carthusians were buiit, and 10 or XI colleger... . . <.. ^ 

King KiKtiY IV. built the college of Battlefield in Shropshirei and bnl/ 
two or threie colleges, ana one Carthusian monastery ^ert bixxlt xh his time; 
In the reign of king Henry V. six colleges axKl three nibnaiteries ; these t>y 
the king himself. Under king Henry VI. six colleges, HicsideB tatbn by 
himself. 

• . * « - 

.The wars between the houses of Lancaster and York ensuing, . the fouinda} 
* tions were few, and so in^he reigAs*of king, Richard HI. and king Hjekrv 

VII. • -. '• '...,.. 

In the 27th year of the reign of king Hiinrv VIII. all the lesser monas- 
teries, not having the value of acol. per imnum, of which there were'^ibov^ 
370, were dissolved, and all their lands, rents, booses, tec. with their 
stock of cattle, corn, kci given to the king. In the 3 xst year of his tdiffi; 
all the great abbeys, to the number of 645, h^d the same fate; arid the 378? 
year, gocollcges, xio hospitals, a hd 2374 chantries and free'chapcliweri^ 
granted, to fupply the king's necessities ; besides the i^ouses, lands, and 
goods of the knights of St, John ijf Jcrufalem, which were suppressed 32. 

Hinry vni. 
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fc«' .vSIR WILLIAM DUGDALE's ACCOUNT.; 

J' . . ■ 

•^'•'"J^ ' ' or THE METH6DS USro IN ' 

Z^iKf>m^iijJlON or JU^ MPNASX?R.IE$, ]', 

•'; '* ^r ifihd It left recovered -by the cdtrimissibhers that were empIoV^* to 
tkte iArrcndcr of* the tndti^steries • in -thh shiric, * artno -29 HSenry VIHT 
That, after striA scrutiny, rftJt only by thrfame of'thie ebuntfy,-bttt by 
tJic.jpBajainati(m, cf .levcml pcrsoms,.. they faund the duq? of , |V>Ies\voTth 
virtVP^ ?f^4 T^JfeW^ \ypjBen, and of %po^ conversation. Nevertheless, i t 
Wa^^nptthe stri^.aAAfC^ular lives oif these devout jadies^ nor any thing that 
Cp^ld hc8^id in behalf of the monasteries, that could prevent their ruin thea 
approaching, fo great an aim had the king to make himfelf thereby gloVioiis,. 
and many others no lefs hopes to be enriched in a confiderable manner. 
But'ltflhc'^nd'that fueh a' change fhould-nbt ovcrWhelm thofe that might Tie 
adiKFc-^Bcfeinr in- ^f ig&rd the- people tvety »where had no fndali i eftcem foar 
thefe houfes, for their devout and daily excercifes in prayer, alms-dc€3s, 
hofpitjjity, andrjthf, lifccj^whcfeby not only. the foutg of their deceafed an- 
<cftors had much beneftt.Yas ^as ,ihen thojugjjt), but thcmfelve$,\ the poqr^ 
a^^^Jfo.ftrjngers a^d pilgrims, confta'nt, a^vant^ge, there wanted not the 
nooft fubtil contriMaocej -to. cffccSt this (Uipendous work, that (I;thinjc) any 
Wyr^f. W>eW^, .whjreqf^ if it will .not be thought impertinent^ I jprefume 

" ni order to cfFeftytlifif purpofcs, *thc plan adopted by'cardinal Wolfey 
for founding his' collcgeis m Oxford andlpfwich, was made a precedent, 
viz. the difTjlving aboyc 30 religious houfes, moftly very fm'all ones, by 
the liccnfe of the king and pope Clement VIK And that it might be the 
tjtttcr rarri«d on, Mr. Thomas Cromwell, who had been an old fervant 
to the cardinal, and not a little a(*livc in that, was the chief perfon pitched 
upon to aflift therein. For I look upop this bufincfs as not originally defign- 
cd by the king, >t;t by lorne. prinrjpa), ambitious m^u of that age, who 
pro]e<fted to themfclvcs all worldly advantages imaginable, through that 
deluge of wealth which was like to flow araongft them by this hideous 

VVZ , ■ i«Fxrft, 



Vf* I'irft^'therdoniv'iiAvirig infimiatcd to the^kmg matter of profit: and 
fadl^^V^^ pr<!firbyiibGv«ft^A'eiiiavgetk6tif of his revehabf imd honour 
in h^ui 'Mcio imiintBiit mighty armie&to'retover his right id France,' as 
alfb to'1lr«srigtidi"t]Stoftif figaiiift thc'J)bp«, .iH^hfife fupremaey he Kimfelf 
iibn^fhoi, titi^tdake^ther fimi^^tliai^ce ^Sh^ fuch prilices as had done the 
fitej 'didi^lliey profcure ^^itaAer^s advatieiimc^tto th^^tee of Canterbuty , 
and^ibtire 'df tile pi9t«lhftt clergy .(as xny authority terms them) to other 
bifih»IA'ics; andhigti j^aces^ tb thfc end that tfiefeft {h6uld ilbt be Mc, in 
a^Ml*couhc4l, to carry any tfting agairift thcif defign ; fendtngtmt preachers 
alRf, ^ ^riuade the pfepic, that the^ IhtJuld ftahd f aft to the'kihg, without 
fear of the pope*s curfe, or his diffolving" their *aUcgtance, ' " 

•^-^Ncitti'that it might be the more plauiibly carried on,'fcare was taken 
fot6*reprefent the lives oUhe monks, nuns', canons, kc. to the world, as 
that'tfi^i^rsre^et'mrght fee attheff riiin. T9 which purpofc, T. Cromwell 
being 'cot/ftitutcd' General Vifitori .employed fundrV perfonVwho a<fted" 
dicrein\heir j[>att^ 'accoraiiijiy,- viz.Riehatd Layton, Thomas L^h; and 
\ViHiam Petrcj doSSors oFliw, Dr. Jcfin 'London, dean of Wallingford, 
and otherr; b^whieH they were to entjuire iittd the government and behavi- 
our » of 'tlie religibus oT both fexes; which commiflibners, tHe better to 
inanage'their defign, gave encouragement to the monks, not only, to accufe* 
theft" 'governors, but to inSbrm againft eacH other ; compelling them alfo to 
pTtklude 'tht di'atters and evidencei of their lands, as alfo their plate and 
Aioiiey , and tO give fen inventory 'thereof. Arid hereunto did they addccrtain' 
injtfnftions from the king, containing moft fevere and ftriA rules ; by* 
means whereof, divers being found obnoxious to their ccnfure,. were expel- 
led ; and many difcerning thcmfclves not able to live free from fomc- 
exception or advantage, that might be taken againft them, defired to leave 
their habit. 
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• '" Haying^by'thefe viiUort thus fearched into their lives, which by a. 
blaCk'book,* oonttftflthg a:>vbrld of enbnrfities; were reprefeftted in no ftnall 
meafure fcandklous, to the end ihit the people might bebetter fatisfied ivith 
their proceedings, it was thoaght eonvehieflt to fuggeff that the lefTer houfes, 
for wMJt bf gOod.^gOlirtrnmeht;.'wlefe chidfly *guilty Of 'the?c crimes laid td 
their charge; and* fo they did, "as* appears" by the' preamble Of that a6b for 
their'diflbhit40hVtt)adein2'7 Hcriry"VIir. which parliament, cbhfifting for 
»Ae'tDoft'paff' bf fuchiteembers as were packed for the purpofe, through 
" : / private 
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^rhate latetcft no.douht» .as is evident, by divers or^nal Ktt^iflfflf ihat 
tixBC» ttamy of tk no^lity, for the like refpefti.aIfot favouring the,defign« 
iflentinf^ to ih:^ fupprelTing of all fuch houfes as had been cei^ified to be of left 
value than aooU per annuip, .and giving them with their lands igndre^re^ 
nues to tho king^ yft fo as not :only theireligiouji peifods th^ltein ftotild be 
committed 10 the great and honourable, monafterlos of tbii^ reah|l»:.ivb^p 
they mifhit be compelled to live religtoufiy for the rei^rmatioii of .their lives ; 
wherein, thanks be toGodj religion is we(l.||cpt and pbfexte4» (m J^tt the 

^ very words of that a(^) ; but that the pqfleffioas belonging -fo fuch houfes 
ihould be converted to better ufes, to the plCiaf^re of Ah»}ght][ Qpd» aid 

' the honour and profit of the realns. 

** But how well the tenot thereof was puriued^ we fiiall foon fee; thffe 
fpecious pretences b^ing made uff of fo^. no other pu?pofe than by Qpenixig 
this gap, to make way for the total ruin of the greater ,houfes« whefeio >^ 
25 by the faid a(^ acknowledged, that religion-was fo.weU obferved* ** For no 
iboner were the mpnb* Sec* turn^ out, and thiboufesdemoUflied (tbt 
being it which was Brft thought requilite^ Icf^ fome accidental change Qii(ht' 
conduce to their reClitution), but care was taken to prefer fueKpetfonstoihe 
fuperioriiy in ^ovemmeat, upon any vacancy of thofe greater boulies, as 
might be inftrumental to their furrender, by perfuading wtdi the convent 
fo that purpofe ; whofe anfliveness was fuch, that within the fpnce of two 
years, feveral convents were wrou^ upon, and ^om^iifTior/srs fent down 
to take them at; their hands for the king*8 ufe;, of which number I find, that 
befides .the before fpecified do(^>rs of law^ there were 3^ con^mii^pncrs. 

, • : } 

" The truth is, that there was no omi/Tion of any endeavours to accompUHi 

rhefe furrendcrs; for fo fubtilly did the commiffioners aA their parts, 
as that after earncfl folicitations with the abbots, and fini^tng thetp back- 
ward, they firft tempted them with promifes of good penfions during life ; 
whereby they found fome forward enough to promdte the work, %% the 
abbot of Hales in Glocederihire.was, who had high cotnfnendations fdr it 
by the commifljoners, as their letters to the vsfitor general do tuansfeft. 
So likewife had the abbot of R^mfay, and the prior of Ely. Nay, fome 
^rere fo obfequious, . that after they had wrought the (urrendef of their own 
houfes, they were employed as commiffioncrs to pcrfuade with others, as 
^e prior of GiCborn in YorkCiire for. one. . Neither wf re tJie courtiers 
inadlive in diiving on this work, as may be feen by> the lord chancellor 
3. Audley's 
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Audloy's 4tha^feyii^f a ff ecbl tgcnt to ittzl wiik the abbot of Aiite\ntf, and 

tcyoCfer him loor marks ])er annum peniion, Iti oafe he would furreAder, . 

which the] abbot tefufed, infixing upon a ^eattr fum ; and the perfonalen* 

dcavouk-s that he ufed; with the abbot of St. Ofuhe m Effex^ as by his letter 

t<Mlhe faid ieifitor, therein it j« figotfied, -AaM he had; hy great ibltcitatipn,' 

prevailed with iJic.&id.abbo^ ; but withal, iti&iuattng his defire» that his 

place of lord chancellor being very chargeable, the king might be moved 

for ari adaition of fofnc more profitable offices unto hlra. "Nay,"I'find^ 

that' this great man, tfe' lord chancellor, hlintin'g eagerly after the abbey 

of " Waldfch inEffcx (ou^ of thie fUinswhc/eolf; 'Ihat ihagnlficcnt fabi ie, called 

Aiidtcy-Inti, v^is afteirWjirds biiilt), as ah ar^umeht to olitain it, did. bcfidcs ^ 

tile "extenuatioii of its>V(JrtE/'allcdge, that he had in this world fuftaihcd 

pttt datriage atnd infamy in hi's ferving \iit king, wblch trfc gWhf 6f ihat 

fliodld recotapcnfc. ' -^--^ ••'•'' ' •'* • '^' ; ' ■. ' ''' ■ '^'•'' -'^ '' ' 






. .♦• ;A9iwg* iH? |»^icj4fer arg^mtMs vfcd t»y;vthofe avcrifetofucteitdcr,: 
I findfhat Ac ab^t.(|£JMel:fi^m alMged^rThe iimiquity^th^ 
fiery r^#9W«krtijifi# iviz, by J^^ S$<;j)hep#: iRlS9fefe4y« with the b9^ ofj 
tbp qmnn v^ p^incti , Iffyj th^rf ixlt^ced, . ^^ for . wb^m w^c ufed <:^ti4tia| 
iuffrages:and'Oomraei^a|ij|ons4pty pr^^rt; yet it would ool^.ay^^i: forjr^fglT: 
^:«M5Xi;VcJS: tp/effoSi wi#i:;tl«y. ha<!^ b^<iiii^.;^ron§;jn\eapsi,/ji: or!?er;. 
ii^fom^^'af they pcocn^ ^ bipi^ of, I>oivJpt^ .t9C«^e:t9^ nu%o| 
SHf)f.;W,it}i jM6 ifmff9S(Tf:M foli€»t -th^m i^reUnRo;. yfhcfi.^t/^ l^ay. 
pc#^89^^Jo^k:,i^^:^to^*ciJ.c0^tfp^e^Jefi,.tIM^^^ jPulwj^k.<a 

the kii^g'f :ffeafHre^i^tnci|3hbynQ^> 1*^* ^a^t^^hial Gojildiq^t-b^^^Offe^ 
l^y.feclbagiwa?*^!? ^4lfoK.BT?«Mfiw* whkl^wfife;fwj,,}yan^x?i^.ui>ft»k 
fiilct^is^aj^^^rarbf t|^l|^t!gc>Qn^f^i that fome feii^ive^m'oi^: an(| {i:99pnf;- 
h64% ^0:Mi^p^rif«9rl9(i#«r:Sk< evsn;^.-fl^fifthja<|dfij^>fold< prc^Ftif^rT^inpije. 
thin or^imcfyf xant h^^lexxox j^ni ftreightdiiaUiig lytoEnight'^^^ paf^i^r^^o 
mWlecf) ptdoncesftf rr&8otid|g ,dUspidaliote ^in* ^ ^buiMings^j.^t Mi<^^^t, 
adisimiOratSiptl sif! thefts tficeSki at adlp foe breaking the tiug^sl^jt^i^tp^^^ 
they-dRff IvefllibmetdibpCi^laQd itbf^n^ 

" From Qtners tbey took their conycnt ftais, to the end they might not,* 
by making Icafes, hqr/ale,b]r their jewels. Vaife'moheyj either fot {upVty ' 
of their prefcnt^ants, or payment of their debts, and fo be neceuitatea to 
furr^nder. Nay^ to fome, as to the canons of Xelccfter, the cbrfimlflt-^ 
oners, ^threatened to charge them with adultery and other crimes, unlefs 
*''.,. ' .they 



they ^^\ild$^|nUK Andid^^rr^ondontlgMilbejbuz^ ofGcx^ 

the Hingis; GpmmHHon*, . ra .fpiCei>f> their feqthJiiAnd ^ ail vfias^fa m^sigedv 
that the king was Elicited to aeceptof:; tynr, 'ilol lieihg(<«riliitig>to haw ih 
thought they were bjr Ijbrtbr'riiovfed thereunto,: and' i^edalnoticetv^ 
of.them as gtsBs out tfaarthohr^fttitetfder^Kras b)i^^dm|mlGoh; . •• ::-v 

. . ♦ • ' . ' '■ J ' ' I - ' ■ -4 J • ' •»• 

" Which courfes, after fo many, thro^under-band^cpn^ptipny, tiuitlcdthc 
way,.,brQvsht on. Qj;hers ^paofft :aa appe^fi VX. .^^IffF datc^^^lvchlhfye. 
obferved from the very inft^ruments themfelvi^s.; , Jnfbpriuch t^t th^ reft flood 
anjaze^, not knowing which way to tura thcBn. S^inc tbpreforcj thoii|l^ 
fit to try, whether fnoney migjit fey^ their hpufjR ftpm. thjis difmaj, f^tc, {n 
near at hand ; the jabbot of Pet;cr}5oro«gh. offering, a49Q:niadcs ,tp ,th<j Idng-^ 
and 300L to the vifitor general therein. Others with grw,t.coi>toj(Ky'rpfar 
fed to be thus acceflary in violating the donations of their pious founders ; 

bat.thftfo, ^'th^y^et^nbt^anyv fb'^idthiyf^^ft^fiH) title ^(;^rfe^«; for 

tXMthkis ^^^ bb!«Jt'<tf^Fbunt^nes i» Yoi^kmyFe^^-'F A^, *tha1f: beib^^charged^ 
By thitf coiniiiifn()t(era fev^ taling intd* his p^i^te hand^fofiW jHri^^e]bng<- 
jngf^l^t>fYKm^flcty> ^)l!di'the)^oalle4tlhdt-a^aOibrtlisgey they^ ^9HmuS^' 
ced him^perjiiriid, 'an* fd- depoCng Hfti,: €«6re^^'%-^iiftite r<€^ati4*v; 
AikII! ippiea??,-tlanht3m«ttte^'f)F'tHe .CAfertterihoiifif; itt Ae'tuBiurts c^f 
London;* Were'C0fffmttfed*'4b*Newgatcf^"wfiel4{ ^IBt^Haki^tM^^tisSh^mik^ 

e(nntti«kon6i^%tlfiti^^b^-VitK^ al^ 

forsfiiiin^^^^ 'ftObc|(1h^ift<^^ceV thie worM, M^ilt cdncou^ doting 
ftom all |>gKs'to tkfit^^cAii citf > tuAd thiireftWdkfifbd'ttf mlf^Hf after- - 
^t0*f€tm^'«|tetiufe; ,Ar^>talliy;;u«id^rth^Ui[«^|]¥^ifenteibf^ She' 

chthrck/'wber^v^ith'tMc^o^e^diidbbot <3i F<MittiTWi maf9k»goi\^nht' 
abbo« ^f GbftctDbttty, ciirteb two of his^mprilai, 4elnK ebiideaineittq daUit 
wad^raM^ri lV(toi^^el£[^ ftpoH a:ttu»dle;4h€A hsngUapoxl thefcifl^^ciifeilftiie 
TOR;- tiiiat^kftoAbiiry/ lib head fetiipoil the abb^^^ij^ 
difpofed of to Wells, Bath,. Ilcheller, and Bridgewateh Nondid -rilie' 
abboti of ColcheRer an4.Readipg fare much better, fu; they th^t confuit the 



(Condemned as traitors, and put to death. 
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*' ■ All tlis b(^g tfMtei, but that it .might not be' thought !t wu done 
tvith a high handy the king having protefted tfiat he vnoiM (uppttfk none with- 
out confent %t partiament^ — a parliament was callfei April a3/ i £391 to 
eonfirtn thefe fiitrenders, fo made, as l»th been^ fkid ; and diere Wanted 
not plaufible intimations to both houfes fbt drawing on their confiint With 
all fmoothnels r the nobility beini^promiibf large fhares in the fpoil, either 
by free gift from thelcin^, ^afy purcK^fes, or mo(V advantageous exchanges ; 
and many of the aAiVe gentry, advancements to honour, with inci'eafe of 
their eftates-* -all which was accordingly done. And the better to fatisfjr 
the vulgair, it was repifefented to themi that by this deluge of wtalth the 
kingdom IfaouU be firengthened. with an army of 40,000 men ; and that 
for the future dieyflxmld never be charged With fablidies, fifteenths, Ioahs» 
or common aids> By which meansf the parliament ratifying the before 
fpecified furren der, the work became completed ; for the more firm fettling 
of whidi, a fudden courfe was taken to pull down and dellroy the buildings 
as they had done before, at the dilToIiKion of the fmaller houfes. Nexf^ 
to dipenfe a great proportion of their lands among the nobility and gentry, 
as had been projeded, which was accordingly done ; — the vifitor general 
having told the king, ** that the tnote that had intereft in them, the mbre 
they would be irnicoverable.'' 

«l And left any domttftic ftixa, by reafon of this gteat and ftrange altera* 
tioh| ftxould arife, rumours were fpread abroad that cardinal Pool laboured, 
with divers princes, to procure forces againft this realm, and that ^n 
invafion was threatened; which feemed the more credible, becaufe the truce 
concluded betwixt the emperor and the French king was generally known, 
and neither of them wanted, a pretence to bring them over. And this was 
alfo feconded by a fudden journey of the king unto the fea coafts ; unto 
divers parts whereof he had fent fundry nobles and expert perfons to viiit 
the ports and places of danger, who failed not, for their dlfcharge upon all 
events, to affirm the peril in each place to be fo great, as one would have . 
thought every place had needed a fortification* Befides, he forthwith caufed 
his navy to be in readinefs, and mufters to be taken over all the kingdom. 
' All which preparations being made againft a danger believed imminent, 
feemed fo to excofe the fuppreffion of the abbies, as that the people willing 
to fave their own purfes, began to fuffer it eafily^ efpecially when they f^ 
orders given for building the forts. 

%* * f'But 
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<^ But let us. look «^ Httlc upon the ^u^cdsj wW<m I fiddt 0»t Ae^faid 
trifitor geiMmlf fi» fpxxi aAop in^is tcagical butinefst b&viQg oo^tn^SM 
upcm bipaftlf i^^'jui.o^iutn from the noJbilityi by; r^afw of his low birtbt 
Iboiigb QQt. k)ii|$ P^^^ TDddt knight of the . gartert SatI of wex, and 
loid bjgh ehanccUor of England, as alio firom ^e cathotiosy for hfLvittg 
thus operated- in the dUTcilutioii of- Abbiou tl^t before the end q{ tbt before 
fpecified ij^liameot, wherein that was ratified» which he bid witb fo 
much indoftry brqught to paii^ the king not having any more ufe for fainn 
gave way to the accufalions of his enemies. Whereuponi being arrejled 
by tbe.pXJKEof N^ORFOLKatjhpfo^cU.^bla* when heleaftexpeAed 
it, .a^ eommitted to thp Tow^r, he' wns cond^mnediby the (ame parlia* 
menjly for hextfy and treafcm, tUnheard and Httie pitied ; and on the s8th 
of July.(four days ^fter the pajrliaxne^t; w9s.di£R>lved)» had his head cut off 
onT^wcr-biil. ' ' 

''And as for the fruit which the people reaped, after all their hopes built 
upon diofe fpecious presences which I have inflanced, it was very little : fo^ 
it is plain that fubiidies from the clergy, and fifteenths of laymen*9 goods, 
werefoon afte^ exadled; and that in Edward VFs time, the Commons 

• .».,* -. • » ..•4.. ^^ 

were cgnftrained to fupply the king's wants by a new invention, viz. fheep, 
cloths, goods, debt^, kc, for three years ; which tax grew fo heavy, that 
the year following they prayed the king for a mitigation thereof. Nor is it 
a little obfervable, that, whilft the menafteties (bod, there was no a6t for 
the relief of the poor ; fo amply did liofe houfes give foocoor to them that 
were in want ; where^^ in the.nett age, (viz. 39 Elizabeth), no lefs thain 
eleven biUs were brought into the houfe of commons for that purpofe/* - 
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names' of the officers 

BfetONGIN6 to THE 

MONASTERIES 

. . 1 * • , . '• • 

WITH THE KATU&B PFTHE EMPLOYMENT ANKEXED TO THE DEFARTMEKT. 
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'N evei^y^abVey the (Mel pfQcejc was the. abbot or ab^cfs^ who ptefided , 
in grealp^mpi ,w^ generally caUed Lord abbot, .or Lady abbefs, and 
had a .U^ea. v^i iDther ppc^difii^dl from the common opes .o£ the 
fociety. .'-.• •'•::..'..« 

In every priory the. chief officer was the>prior i^c prlorefs^ who had the 
fame power in priotie8» as abbots and abbell^ had. in abbies, bu^ lived in a 
lefs fplendid and expenfive manner,; though tf^fomet>f the greater houfes 
they wer<« called Lord prior« ai^d Lady prlorefs; 

Next under the abBotr In dMiry Bbhi^g was the pripr^ who in the a]>bot*s 
abfence Ihii the'Chief care of fte houfe/ a^ uhder him was the'fub prior» , 
andin grcaft ttbbies, 'the thirdf foutthi and even fifth prior, who had their 
Tefpedkfve ih^es ki thegovenuhent offfie tndnks,' kt. attd were removable 
at the will of the abbot, as all the hther obedientarii or .officers were* In 
every prToty; next under ^% {^riort w^ the fub prior, who ^^ffifted the 
prkir iffaiKllprefest,.azd a&«iin his ftead when abient. 

The fix greater officers in the monaftery of Croyland (and pirhijisln 
niort otiicfs) wcrei . ;. • • > . „\ 
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L-M491STE11 QpEEis, or Master of the Fabric,, who probably look.cd 
after the buildings, and took care to keep them in good repair. 

• iT. EfcTEMosTti ARius, or the AlmoSter, who had theovcrfight of thrahns 

• • • 

of-th*eTi(nift, (which were every day diftributed at the gate to the poor) who 

drvided'thc ^hns upon the founder's day, and at other obits' and inniverfa* 

riies; 2:AdTa ib&r phces provided for the maintaiinance and education of 

thftct>^(Ur&. . 

• - in. Pit- 
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XCL PiTAirruitius; who had the care of the PiETANCfis nvhkh were 
allowances on particular occaiionsover. an4 above the common provifions. 

IV. SacristA) or the Sextok, who took care of the veflels, booksy and 
veilments, belonging to the chureh> looked aftor and accounted for the 
oblations at the great altar, and .other altars and images in the church* • 
and fuch legacies as were given either to the fad>ric or utefifils ; he likewife 
provided bread and wine for the liicramentf and took care of burying the 
dead. 

V. CAMEKAitius, or the CnAMBEELAiVt who had the chief care of the 
aormitory, and provided beds and bedding for the monks, razors and 
towels for (having them, and part of, if not all, their doathing. 

VI. CelleraeiOs, or the Cellarer, who was to procure provifions for 
the monks, and alt flrangers reforting to the convent, via* )ftU forts of fleiht 
fifh, fowl, wine, bread corn, malt for their ale ai^ beer, oatmeal^ fait, 
&c« as iikewife wdqd for firing, and all utenfils for tlf e kitchou 

BESIDES THBSB, tHERE WERE ALSO, ' 

TiiEstiyiARtus, or the^ Bursar, who received all the cotnmon TenH ind 
revenues of the monafiery, and' paid all the common expenees; 

pRECEHTbR, or the Chavnter, who had the chief care^f the ehoir 
fervid, and not only prefidcd over the fingiag. 9ieQ» oi^^Ul, a|id ehorif- 
ters, Wt provided boob for than, paid (hem ^ir falaries, and repaired 
the otsans, be had^o the cuftpdy of the ieal, and kept the Liber JDiumaiis, 
or Oiepterbpok, and provided, parchment and ink for the.writesii juid 
boiours far the limners of books for the Library. 

HBSTitAEius,^ or HospiTfLAltius, whdfe bufittefirit was to fee Ibrangers 
well entertained, and to provide firing, napkins, towds, and fndi Uke 
n^ceflaries for ^em. , 

' I)7^iRMARit;s, who had ^e care of the Infirmary, and of the fick monks 
who were carried thither, a«d was to provide them phyfic and all other 
neceflaries wbilfi living, and to wafli aHd pepare thdr t>oclics for burial 
Hehcndcad. 

HErxcTioHARitis, who looked after the Hall, provided tabk dotliBi 
papkins, towels'i difkes, plates, fpo^ns, and all other ttcceflaries for it, even 
fervlnts to wait and tend there ; 1ms had Iikewife the keeping of the cup6, faitsl, 
^wets,vand all t^e {ily^er utenfils wl^atib^er belcmsing to the hottfe« exo^ 

the church plate, ■ , ' - - ' - 

• FVRTHBlt 
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FURTHER INf ERESTiNG PARTICULARS 

unncTiNo rnt 

MONASTERIES. 



I 



N every great abbey there was a large room, called tbc ScKifTOHiOMf 
where feveral writers made it their whole bufinelii to tranfcribe bookk for 
the ufe of the library. They fometimes indeed wiiote the leigo- bools cf 
the houie» and the miflab and other books ufed in divine iervice; but 'they 
generally were upon other worics, viz. The Fathers^ Claffics, Hiftories, &c, 
John Wethamftedt abbot of St. Albans, caufed above eighty books to be 
tl^us tran&ribed daring his abbacy. . Fifty-eight were tranfcribed by the 
care of one abbot at Glaftonbury ; and fo zealous were the monks in gene- 
ral for this^work, that they often got lands given, and churches appropriated^ 
for theeairryii^ of it on. 

.In all the greater abbies, there were alfo perfons appointed to take notice 
of the principal occurrences of the kingdom, and at the end of every year 
to dig^ them into annals. In thefe records they particularly preferved the 
memoriea of their founders and benefadors, the years and days of their 
berths and deaths, their marriages, children, and fucceflbrs ; fo that re- 
courfe was fometimes had to them for proving perfons ages, and genealogies'; 
tho* it is to* be feared that fome of thofe pedigrees were drawn up from 
tradition only ; and thatin moft of their accounts jthey were fovoijurable.to 
their friends, and fevere upqn their enemies. The oonilitutions of the cler- 
gy in their national and pD^inqal fynods, and (aftiOr the Gmqueft) even 
aAs of parliament, were {ent to the abbies to be recorded; which leads us 
to mention the uTe and advantage of thefe religious houfes. 

For, firft, the du>iceft records and treafures in the kingdom were prefierved 
in them. An eMmplification of the duqter of liberties ^nted by king. 
Henry 1 was fent to Ibme abbey an every county to be preferved, Char^ 
ters and ioquifitions relating to the county of Cbmwall, were reppfited in 
the priory of Bodmin; a great many rolls were lodged in the abbey of 
JJacefktr and priory of Kenilwortb, till taken from theoc^ by kiog Henry 
Jtl. XipgEdwafdI. fent to the religious houfes, to fearch for his title t» 

the 



' t h e Tliigilum of Scotland; "in tlfeir Iffgcrs and" dironfelSJ" as*^ indft 
autbtntic Tfoordg, ;for.pro^f to hi^ rigfct to that ^,^wii^ i • ' 

When his fovcrcignty was acknowledged in Scotland, he fcnt letters to 
Have it infcrted in the chronicles of the abbey of Winchcomb, and the prioiy 
of Norwich, and probably, of i»an^ other fochjlik^ places. And when he 
decided the controverfy relating to the crown of Scotland, between Robert 
Brus, and John Baliol, he wrote.to tbe dean and chapter of St. Paul's, 
London, requiring them to enter into their chronicles the exemplification 
thertfwith'fi^ntoJ ihatdtf^iflon. . . . 

Tfte Ieame<ft My* SeUkil Mh'l^i^ gtieateft.eyideMces for dib dbnaiinion of 
the iiarfv^w :'je^ beloaf^ng t|o the king of Grtet-Britaini :froni monaftic 

TCCO'tds.- .^ ':.:':..• '^ . ' \ 

The evidencfcs ah^ money of frivatfe fiimilieJ Were oftcntlthts Tisnt ^ 
theft hmiics tobe prefcrVcd : the feah bf nobletncn were depodted there Hipon 
t&ir deaths: and even the king's money- was fomctimes lodged iii dicm. 

Secondly, They wei'e fchools of learning and education ; -for cyery cpn- 
vent, had. ojfic perfon or more appointed for. this .purpofe; and all the 
neighbours, that defirfed it, might have their children tauglit grammar and 
church raufic, without any expence to them. Ii) the nunncria young 
women were taught to wbrk, and to read fenglifh, and fometimcs Latia 
alfo. So that not pnly the lower rank of people, who could sot pay for 
iheir learning, but molt of the noblemen's and gentlemen's daughters were 
educated in ihofe places. ., . 

Thit€iyr'<'A!ll f!i« xtoOfyaHa'ies^'Wel'e lA effdft great hofpit^ls, arid ii^oft of 
thcftj' wM 'obliged' to rfli^e mahy podr peb|ffe idvety day. •Hiey were 
li*«fwlf<^'fetrtfe 5iF cfrt^rtimitietit fcr 'al&iioft ^« ttavtll&rt. . ivSi tte ifebi- 
lity and-^efttiy, \vhch they were upon the toad, fdd^d at One 'f^i^ous 
houfcand dined at^andthef, knd feldotii^Or'iievcr went tt) ttris?. ' 'fa'flxott^ 
tlieiri)5ipi;taHty was fucli, £bat in the priory of Norwich, ontt&bu&ariid'fivte 
hundVed^cjitdrters of mah, sind above eight'hundi%d ^>!tarteistof Ahcatv'^atd 
aH oth^r tftingsin proportiofi, were gen«mlly i^nftvirf ycMr; .' 

Fourthly, rThe nobility and gentry provided npt only for their, old fcr- 

vants ;in. thefe houfes, by, corrodics, but for thcic younger children and 

'-■<«,.. * '• 

ira^verrfhcd friends, by making them firft monks and nuDSi and in time 

priors and pnorelies, abbots and abbeffes. 

Fifthly, 



<!RfBi|jr, Tbcy were of. oonfiderable ^dvafitagft to tli& txmmi- 't, % 
^he psolits received Ixy tlie idaath of one abixat o]\ pnot^ :to tl^e. elediop» or 
rather ixm^ination ^f atsodim 2. iBy great fines paid fi^r the coq^firnxaj^ipft 
of their liberties. 3»3y x&aay cprrodie^ granted to oid fervant^ of tlie 
crown» and pendens to the king*s clerks j^' ^^hihif tiiri}iey got pre* 
feTO^nt, .: . ^. . -. 

Sixthly, They wiere lUcewife of confiderabje advantage to the places 
where th^jy bad their fitcs, ^nd eftatcs: i. Py caufing great refort to them^ 
and getting grants of fairs and niarkets for them. 2. By freeing them fxjbni 
the foreft laws. 3. By lettiag their lands at eafy rates.' 

Lafily, They were great ornamente to th^ country;, many of th^m 
were really noble buildings; and tho* not adu^lly fo gran^ and ncaty yet 
perhaps as much admired in their timeS| as Chelfea an4 Greenwich Hofpi* 
tals ace now. Many of the abbey churches were equal, if not faperior, to 
our prefent cathedrals; and they mud have been as mudi an ornament to 
the country, and employed as many workmen in building and keeping 
them in repair, as noblemen's and^gentlemen^s feats do at this pretetday« 

It is Hkcwife obfcrvable, That when Printing was firft brought into 
England, the monks were great promoters of that noble invention. WilliaiA 
Caxton firft praAifcd the fame in the abbey at Weftminftcr ; and afterwards 
h was likewife pradJifed- in the abbies of St. %Auftin, at Canterbury, a« St^ 
Albans, and other monacfteries in England.' 

• ••♦* ••■ 

OBJECTIONS 

URGKD AGAINST 

THE M0NASXERI£S, AND TtffiK ORDERS. 



T 



H£S£ Regulars were very injurious to the Secular and I^rdc^hial 
clergy : t . By taking many prebends and benefices. The abbots of Athelney, 
Michelney, and Becc Harlowin, had prebends in the cathedral church 
of Wells annexed to their abbotfhips. And in the metropolitical church of 
York, the prebend of Salton was annexed to the priory of Hexham, * and 
the prebend of Bramham to the priory of Noftel. Arid fo many other 
priors, and monks of all forts, aiid: ^y^i friers, got difpenfations to hold 

prebends 
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prebends and liviap; dat at cvjuft before tiieRfffermatjan,ISUhopBa^ 
bi&t *^ They fveie every ifiiere po(M of die beft dmrcfa b^^ u 

BfgfXdng {o maaf cfaurdies impropriated totbeni« and getting peofions out 
ofmanyotfaeck 3. BytfaexnanyexemptdonsCheygQt&om tbejiiriidi&xoB 
of tiie bifliopt, and from paying tithes. 

Thefe houfiss of monks and BAen Cum to Iiave been jnjurioas to the 

nation in general: x» By depriving tbe public of fo many bands as might 

bave been very ferviceable to it in proper employment a. By an unfair 

^and ungenerous way of trading. 3. By their faoufes or diurcfaes beinf fane* 

tuaries for all manner of offenders. 

By the ancient laws of this realm, it was lawfol for the donors of land$ 
to religious and charitable ufcs» or their heirs, to refiune the lands, if the 
rents and profits of them were not applied to the ends and ufes they were 
given for* 

The monks many times fold the lands and pofleffions which their founders 
and benefaAors had charitably given them ; and the laws which forbad it in 
general, allowed it in particular cafes. They Ukewlfe fometimes gave away 
their lands to their relations. 

The privil^e of landuary in monafierie^ was often complained of in 
parliament, as prote&ing the moft notorious offenders from jufiice, and 
encouraging all manner of villainy. From the attempts made againil them 
in the reigns of king Henry IV* and king Henry V. it is evident, that the 
revenues of thefe houfes had betti long envied, and thought too great. And 
perhaps that fouJl part of the alien priories, which had been given to the 
laity, might make them, long for more. 



AT THE niftSOLVTIOK Of THB MONASTSaiSs, 

Some fay, that nearly ten thoufand perfons were fent to foek their 
fortunes in the wide wbrld, without any other allowance than forty ibillings 
and a new gown to fome few of them. Others fay, that fuch of the Religi- 
ous as deiired |o continue their profeffion, were allowed to go into the 
greater monafteries; and fuch as chofe to go into the world, being t)rieft9, 
had every one the above-mentioned allowance ; and that fome of themt . for' 
their rcadinefs to furrender, got fmall penCon^ for life* 

FINIS. 



